
GLORIES OF THE THIRD ORDER OF ST. FRANCIS

34.* THE THIRD ORDER A TRUE ORDER

The better a person is enlightened
regarding a noble association, its

end, and the means it uses to attain
its end, the more he will feel himself
drawn toward it, and inclined to as-

sociate himself with its members.
If the great majority of Catholics
had a better knowledge of the Third
Order of St. Francis, of its nature
and aim, and of the excellent means
it possesses to attain its purpose,
they would learn to appreciate it as

it deserves, and many fervent Cath-
olics, who are now strangers to the
Order, would hasten to be enrolled
among its members.
The purpose of this article is to

enlighten the reader on the real na-
ture of this great Franciscan insti-

tution. We shall do this by answer-
ing the question: What is the Third
Order of St. Francis?
To make it clear to the reader

what the Third Order really is, it

will be well to note first the distinc-

tion between the so-called Third Or-
der Regular of St. Francis and the
Third Order Secular of St. Francis.
The Third Order Regular of St.

Francis embraces all those con-
gregations of religious, who, though
having their own peculiar constitu-

tions, observe the Rule of the Third
Order of St. Francis. The Third
Order Regular is, therefore, a reli-

gious Order in the strict sense of the
word, because its members observe

a rule approved by the Church, wear
a distinctive religious garb, make a
novitiate and a profession, live a
community life, and—what is most
important— are bound by the three
customary and essential religious

vows of poverty, chastity, and obe-
dience. Most of the so-called Fran-
ciscan Sisters and a few communi-
ties of Franciscan priests and lay

brothers (engaged in teaching and
hospital work) are members of this

Third Order Regular.
The Third Order of Penance, or

simply the Third Order, is an asso-

ciation of seculars, that is, persons
living in the world, who observe
the Rule of the Third Order of St.

Francis, as modified by Pope Leo
XIII, They are commonly styled

Tertiaries. Unlike the members of

the Thkd Order Regular, these Ter-
tiaries are not bound by the three
religious vows of poverty, chastity,

and obedience; but they wear a dis-

tinctive habit (the Third Order
scapular and cord), make a noviti-

ate and a profession, and live ac-

cording to a Rule approved by
Holy Church. The Popes Bene-
dict XIII and Leo XIII, how-
ever, declare* that these Tertiaries

must be considered similar to real

religious, for their association close-

ly resembles the religious orders,

and its rule has been approved by
the Holy See in exactly the same

'Benedict XIII in his Constitution Paternae Sei/i«, and Leo XIII in his Constitution Mieericors Dei
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manner as the rules of the real re-

ligious orders.

Still the Third Order Secular of
St. Francis is not a religious order
in the strict sense of the term; for
it lacks, as we have already said,

the three religious vows, and per-
mits certain things that are directly

opposed to the strictly religious life,

as for instance personal ownership,
and marriage. From all we have
so far said, it is evident that the
Third Order Secular is by no means
a mere pious association or a con-
fraternity like the Confraternity of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary for
the Conversion of Sinners, or the
League of the Sacred Heart, or the
Sodality of the Blessed Virgin. To
preclude, however, every possible
doubt as to the real nature of the
Third Order Secular of St. Francis,
the two Sovereign Pontiffs above
cited, state in unequivocal terms:
' 'We judge and declare that this Or-
der constitutes a true Order, prop-
erly so-called,* entirely distinct

from confraternities. " And again,
in an audience granted to the super-
iors of the Franciscan Orders on
July 7, 1883, Pope Leo XIII express-
ly affirmed: "'Some have thought
since the publication of the Consti-
tution Misericors Dei Filius, that
the Third Order had been placed
on the footing of a simple confra-
ternity and association. Such is

not Our intention, but as We have
declared, the nature and spirit of
the Institute remain; it is not an
ordinary congregation, it remains a
true Order." Surely, these explic-
it statements, coming as they do
from the highest ecclesiastical au-
thority, leave nothing to be desired
on the score of clearness.
The Third Order Secular is, there-

fore, a state of life between the re-

ligious life strictly and properly so-

called, and the secular life; it is

superior to the secular state, al-

though inferior to the religious

state. Thus Tertiaries may justly
be styled "secular-religious"; for
they are seculars, i. e. persons liv-

ing in the world, and at the same
time are religious, i. e., members
of an institution whose nature and
aim is truly religious and which has
much in common with the real re-

ligious orders.

This is the idea St. Francis bore
in mind when he founded the Third
Order of Penance; for he said to

Blessed Lucius, the first Tertiary,

"I have been thinking for some
time of establishing a third order in

which persons living in the world
may serve God in a perfect man-
ner."
May all Tertiaries bear this truth

well in mind so that they themselves
may have a proper appreciation of
their holy Order and may be able to

enlighten others as to its real nature
and aim. However, just as one
does not become a perfect religious

in the cloister by merely wearing
the habit, so a person in the world
does not become a true Tertiary by
merely joining the Third Order of
Penance and by wearing the cinc-

ture and scapular. As the former,
so, too, must the latter live accord-
ing to the spirit of his Order by
bettering his morals and mortifying
his passions. "The Third Order is

like the Christian life", says the
Very Rev. Fr. Peter Baptist, O.F.
M., in his excellent book The Spirit

of the Third Order of St. Francis.
"Just as the Christian life more or
less perfectly practiced leads to a
greater or less degree of holiness,

so the Third Order bestows on its

members the religious life (which
is the development of the Christian
life) in proportion as they assimi-
late its spirit. The Third Order
leaves room enough for very sub-
lime aspirations, for an heroic de-
gree of self-sacrifice, for an ever

*Note that the Popes do not say "a true religious order, properly so-called," as they wi
the Third Order Secular both from religious orders and from mere confraternities

i to distinguish
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increasing participation in the reli-

gious life, a life of poverty, chastity,
and obedience, and of entire conse-
cration to God.

'

'

Then the Reverend Father con-
tinues :

' 'Now we will put a question
directly to you, as Tertiaries— What
was your object in enrolling your-
selves under the banner of St. Fran-
cis?

"You intended to become religi-

ous in the world; and religious life,

as you know, is a state in which you
aim at perfect charity, a perfect
love of God. It would be a great
pity, if, as the years pass away, you
were to grow ever colder towards
God, if prayer were to lose more
and more of its attraction for you;
if dryness were to find you more and
more harassed, discouraged and
weary; if you were to perform your
duties less perfectly, and if your re-

ligion were to appear less lovable
every day because your temper was
getting more the upper hand of you.

"But you will say, how can we
keep alive an effectual desire to aim
at perfection and at holiness? You

must often ask yourselves why you
joined the Third Order; always live

as you did at the time when you
entered the Order. Begin your
work, your task, afresh every day,
as if up to the present moment you
had done nothing at all. A short
time before his death our Seraphic
Father said to those around his bed
of suffering, 'Up to the present we
have done nothing. Let us set to
work then.' Like St. Francis,
keep in view some end to attain,

some bad habit to get rid of, some
virtue to acquire, or at least a high-
er degree of that virtue to make
sure of.

"Finally, you must esteem your
Order more and more, and your
habit also, your Rule, your office,

your meetings; not in a narrow
spirit which can not see beyond its

own limited sphere but with the
desire of becoming better Christi-

ans, better parishioners, and of be-

ing more faithful to your duty what-
ever it may be. God will be glori-

fied, and your neighbor edified, by
your living such a life."

THE ORDER OF PENANCE AND OF JOY
By Fr. Faustina O.F.M.

VII. A GALLERY OF JOYFUL FRANCISCANS

2. SS. CLARE, BONAVENTURE, BERNARDINE. PASCHAL, CRESCENTIA

"Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, ye
just, and glory, all ye right of heart."
(Ps. xxxi, 11.)

The bearer and center of all earth-

ly joy is the God-Man, Jesus Christ.

"Jesus and joy—that, indeed, is a
mystery of which it is hard to

speak", says Bishop Keppler. "It is

a wonderful union of divine happi-

ness with all the joy possible to a
pure, sinless, human heart. For He
has become like unto us in all

things, even in joy." And this joy

of the Savior, whether bleeding in

victorious battle on the Cross, or

risen amid Easter Alleluias, or glo-

riously ascended to Heaven, and
reigning there with power and ma-
jesty at the right hand of his

heavenly Father— all this joy re-

mained as a precious legacy to the
Apostles, who even rejoiced that

they were found worthy to suffer

for the Name of Jesus, and it has
become the portion of every one
who is united to Jesus in faith and
love. It is, therefore, not at all

surprising that our blessed Father
St. Francis, who in all things re-

sembled our Savior so closely, should

also have imbibed with deep
draughts this joy of the God-Man,


