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RULE OF THE THIRD ORDER
SECULAR OF ST. FRANCIS -

CHAPTER I
Reception, Nowvitiate and Profession

1. Only those may be received as members who have
completed their fourteenth year, and are of good char-
acter, peace-loving, and above all of tried fidelity in
the practlce of the Catholic Faith and in loyalty to the
Roman Church and the Apostolic See.

2. Married women may not be received without the
husband’s knowledge and consent, unless their confessor
judges otherwise.

3. The members shall wear the small scapular and
the cord as prescribed; if they do not, they deprive
themselves of the rights and privileges of the Order.

4. All who enter the Order must pass the first year
in probation ; then they shall duly make their profession
upon the Rule of the Order, pledging themselves to
observe the Commandments of God and of the Church,

_and to render satisfaction if they have failed against

their profession.

CHAPTER II
Rule of Life

1. In all things let the members of the Third Order
avoid extremes of cost and style, observing the golden
mean suited to each one's station in life.
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2. Let them with the utmost caution keep away from
dances and shows which savor of license, as well as
from all forms of dissipation.

3. Let them be temperate in eating and drinking,
and devoutly say grace before and after meals.

4. They shall fast on the vigil of the Immaculate
C_onception and on that of St. Francis; they are to be
highly commended who, according to the original Rule
of the Tertiaries, also either fast on F ridays or abstain
from fleshmeat on Wednesdays.

5. They shall approach the Sacraments of Penance
and of the Holy Eucharist every month,

6. Tertiaries among the clergy, since they recite the
Divine Office daily, shall be under no furfher obliga-
tion in this regard. Lay members who recite neither
tl}_e Canonical Hours, nor the Little Office of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, shall say daily twelve Our Fathers, Hail
lMalr);ls and Glorys, unless’ they are prevented by ill
1eaith,

7. Let those who are entitled to make a last will and
testament, do so in good time.

8. In their daily life let them strive to lead others by
good example and to promote practices of piety and
good works. Let them not allow books or publications
which are a menace to virtue, to be brought into their
homes, or to be read by those under their care.

9. Let them earnestly maintain the spirit of charity
among themselves and towards others. Let them strive
to heal discord wherever they can.

10. Let them never take an oath except when nec-
essary. Let them never use indecent language or vulgar
jokes. Let them examine their conscience every night
whether they have offended in this regard; if they have,
let them repent and correct the fault,

11. Let those who can do so, attend Mass every day.
Let them attend the monthly meetings called by the
Prefect.

12. Let them contribute according to their means to
a common fund, from which the poorer members may
be aided, especially in time of sickness, or provision
may be made for the dignity of Divine Worship.

13. Let the officers either personally visit a sick mem-
ber, or send some one to perform the services of char-
ity. In case of serious illness let them remind and
urge the sick person to arrange in time the affairs of
his soul.

14. At the funeral of a deceased member the resi-
dent and visiting Tertiaries shall assemble and say in
common five decades of the Rosary for the soul of the
departed. Moreover, let the priests at the Holy Sacri-
fice and the lay members, if possible, having received
Holy Communion, pray with fervent charity for the
eternal rest of the deceased.

CHAPTER IIT
Offices, Visitation, and the Rule Itself

1. The offices shall be conferred at a meeting of the
members. The term of these offices shall be three years.
Let no one without good reason refuse an office ten-
dered him, and let no one discharge his office negli-
gently,

2. The Visitor, who is charged with the supervision
of the Order, shall diligently investigate whether the
Rule is properly observed. Therefore, it shall be his
duty to visit the Fraternities every year, or oftener if
need be, and hold a meeting, to which all the officers
and members shall be summoned. Should the Visitor
recall a member to his duty by admonition or com-
mand, or impose a salutary penance, let such member
meekly accept the correction and not refuse to perform
the penance. .

3. The Visitors are to be chosen from the First Fran-
ciscan Order or from the Third Order Regular, and
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shall be appointed by the provincial or local superiors
{v/'}_le'n requested. Laymen cannot hold the office of
isitor. ‘

4. Disobedient and harmful members shall be ad-
monished of ‘their duty a second and a third time; if

they do not submit, let them be dismissed from the
" Order, :

5. Those who offend against any provision of this.

" Rule, do not incur the guilt of sin unless in so doing
they also transgress the Commandments of God or of
the Church.

6. Should a just and serious cause prevent a member
from observing any provision of the Rule, such person
may be dispensed therefrom, or the regulation may be
prudently commuted. For this purpose the ordinary
superiors of the First and Third Order Regular, as also
the aforesaid Visitors. shall have full power.
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CATECHISM OF THE
THIRD ORDER

CHAPTER 1
St. Francis and His Orders

1. Who is Saint Francis of Assisi?

St. Frarncis of Assisi is the illustrious founder of
three great religious orders: the Order of Friars
Minor, the Order of Poor Clares, and the Third
Order. . :

2. Which are the principal traits of his character?

St. Francis was.a man of lofty ideals, chivalrous
sentiments, and great strength of character; a man
thoroughly “Catholic and wholly apostolic,”  en-
tirely devoted to the Church and to the salvation
of souls. He is frequently called the poor, the hum-
ble, or the seraphic Francis. ‘ '

3. By what means did he attain to sanctity?

By his profound and childlike piety, which led

him to an intimate union with God, and filled him
with a burning zeal for God’s glory and the wel-
fare of men. ‘ ‘ o
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4. Which were his favorite devotions?

St. Francis was particularly devoted to the mys-
teries of the life of our Savior and of his Blessed
Mother, most especially, to the Blessed Eucharist.

5. What was the mission assigned him by God?

His mission was, to bring about in the world a
revival of Christian ideals by the imitation of our
Savior’s life and virtues.

6. What influence did he exert on society?

He became the reformer of Christian life and
morals in the thirteenth century. The impression he
left on his own and on succeeding ages, was deep
and lasting, his influence making itself felt even to
the present day.

7. Which is the first order founded by St. Francis?

It is the Order of Friars Minor or Lesser Breth-
ren, which is divided into three families, namely, the
Franciscans, the Conventuals, and the Capuchins,

8. Which is the second order founded by St.
Francis?

The second order is that of the Poor ILadies or
Poor Clares, whose aim it is to work for the salva-
tion of souls by prayer and penance. It is divided
into divers observances.

9. Which is the third order founded by St. Francis?

It is the Order of Penance, also called simply the
Third Order.

12

10. How is the Third Order divided?

It is divided into the Third Order Regular and
the Third Order Secular.

11. How are the members of the Third Order
Secular called?

They are called Brethren of Penance or Francis- |
can Tertiaries.

12. What does the name “Franciscan Tertiaries”
signify ? )

It signifies “of or belonging to the Third Order
Secular of St Francis.”
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CHAPTER 1I
The Third Order of St. Francis

13. How many Third Orders are there?

There are eight Third Orders, which differ from
one another in name and form, according to their
respective affiliation with one or the other of the
religious Orders of Franciscans, Dominicans, Ser-
iritcs, Augustinians, Premonstratensians, Minims,
Carmelites, and Benedictines.

14. May a person belong to several Third Orders?

No; persons belonging to one Third Order, can-
not join another without relinquishing their mem-
bership in the former. They are, however, fre? to
affiliate with sodalities or other pious associations
not recognized by the Church as orders.

15. What is the Third Order of St. Francis?

The Third Order of St. Francis is an association
of seculars, who wear a distinctive habit, and, under
the government of the First or the Third Order
Regular, live according to a rule of life drawn up by
St. Francis and approved by the Church.

16. Is the Third Order a true order?

Yes; it is a true order and not a mere pious soci-
ety or confraternity; first, because it has been de-
clared to be a true order by the Sovereign Pontiffs;
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and secondly, because the members thereof, devot-
ing their life to the Evangelical Counsels accerding
to an approved rule and under the authority of ec-
clesiastical superiors, lead a life not unlike that of
members of religious orders properly so called.

17. Is then the Third Order Secular a religious
order properly so called?

The Third Order Secular lacks the three essential
religious vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience
and life in the community. Still, it may be styled
a religious order in as far as its aim is that of re-
ligious orders, and it has much in common with the
religious orders properly so called.

18. What is the purpose of the Third Order?

Its purpose was aptly defined by St. Francis when
he said to Blessed Lucius, “I have been thinking for
some time to establish a third order in which per-

sons living in the world may serve God in a perfect
manner.”

19. How was the Third Order founded?

It was founded by St. Francis when, in the year,
1221, he received as the first Tertiaries the Blessed
Lucius and his wife Bonadonna. The Order was

soon after approved by the Church, which has not
ceased to recommend it to the faithful.

20. Did the Third Order grow and prospeér?

Yes; from its very beginning the Third Order
enjoyed a rapid and marvelous growth ; today it has
a membership of quite four millions.
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21. Does the Third Order number among its mem-
‘bers also illustrious personages?

Yes; popes, bishops, priests, emperors, kings,
princes, men of great renown in the world of art
and science and literature, in fine, illustrious Chris-
tians from all walks of life have deemed it an honor
and a privilege to belong to this Order.

22. What influence did the Third Order exert on
Society?

The good influence it exerted on Society is ines-
timable. Through the Third Order great numbers
of Christians were gained over to the faithful ob-
servance of the Divine commandments, and Society
at large profited greatly by the principles of con-
cord, charity, poverty, and humility which the Or-
der tends to promote among its members.

23; Does the Third Order of St. Francis enjoy any
spiritual privileges?

Yes; the Church has been pleased to favor the
Third Order with many and great spiritual priv-
ilges.

24, Is the Third Order suited to all states and con-
ditions of life?

Yes; the Third Order is suited to all Christians,
to the most lowly as well as to the most exalted.
The great number of sainted men and women from
every walk of life whom this Order has produced
shows that it offers powerful means of sanctity to
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all Christians, regardless of their rank or station or
occupation.

25. Who are the patrons of the Third Order?

The Church has named St. Louis, King of France,
patron of the Brothers, and St. Elizabeth of Thur-
ingia, patron of the Sisters.

26. Is it opportune at the present day to enter the
Third Order?

Yes; it is more opportune now than ever to enter
the Third Order, in order to revive in oneself and
in others the Christian spirit, which is rapidly dying
out in many places. This is also the Cliurch’s senti-
ment, repeatedly expressed in these latter days by
every Pope, from.Leo XIII to our dav.




CHAPTER III
Requirements for Admission

27. What is required of those who wish to join the
Third Order?

They must be fourteen vears of age, of good
morals, peace-loving, exact in the practice of the
Faith, of tried obedience to the Church. For mar-
ried women the consent of their husband is likewise
required.

28. What is the first requirement for admission?
The first requirement is thus stated in the Rule:
“Only those may be received as members who have
completed their fourteenth year.” In fixing this
age, the Church shows how much it desires that
even children be interested in an institution whose
purpose it is to teach the first steps in religious life.

29. What is the second requirement?

The Rule says they must be “of good character.”
There is no question here of tried virtue or consum-
mate perfection, but only of good Christian morals,
such as are the mark of every practical Catholic.

30. What is the third requirement?

The Rule demands that aspirants be “peace-lov-
ing,” because without union of hearts and minds
no fraternity can prosper or achieve any good.
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31. What is the fourth requirement?

The postulant must be “of tried fidelity in the
practice of the Catholic Faith”; that is to say, the
practice of his faith must be in accord with the doc-
trine and tradition of the Catholic Church, and must,
in consequence, be based on a sufficient knowledge
of his religion. ’

32. What is the fifth requirement?
The postulants must be loyal “to the Roman
Church and to the Apostolic See.”

33. How must loyalty manifest itself?

It must manifest itself in perfect submission to
all dogmatic, moral, and disciplinary decisions of
the Church, and in profound respect for the Pope.
the bishops, and the priests, especially the parish
priests.

34. What does the Rule say regarding the admis-
sion of married women?

The Rule says, married women are not to be ad-
mitted without the knowledge and consent of their
husband; if it is thought necessary to act otherwise,
it should be done only on the motion of the priest
who is the judge of their conscience.

35. What is to be said of this injunction?

It is admirably designed to preserve the peace of
families without, however, imposing on women any
restraint prejudicial to their spiritual welfare: for,
the Rule expressly states that this condition may
be dispensed with whenever the confessor of the
woman deems it advisable.
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- CHAPTER 1V
‘Reception of Novices

36. Is it necessary to have a religious vocation in
order to enter the Third Order?

Noj it is not necessary to have a religious voca-
tion in order to become a member of the Third Or-
der; it is sufficient to have the qualities demanded
by the Rule and a desire for Christian perfection.

37. To become a Tertiary, is it necessary to join a
fraternity of the Third Order?

No; if necessity demands, one may be admitted
as an isolated Tertiary. After being received, how-
ever, such a Tertiary must make a year’s novitiate,

and then pronounce his profession as soon as pos-
sible.

38. How must an isolated Tertiary conduct him-
self?

A Tertiary who for some grave reason cannot en-
ter a fraternity of the Third Order, must strive con-
scientiously to learn and to fulfill the precepts of the
Rule, and, as much as possible, to keep in touch with
the Order; for, to be an isolated Tertiary does not
mean to be a negligent and an independent member.
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39. Is it advantageous to belong to a fraternity of
the Third Order?

Yes; it is of great advantage to belong to a reg-
ular fraternity, both on account of the spiritual in-
struction and advancement, on account of the privi-
leges and indulgences to be gained by the members
attending the monthly meetings, and because frater-
nal life is a characteristic of the Order.

40. What must one do to become a member of the
Third Order?

A person desiring to become a member, must
make application to the local Director of the Third
Order or to his representative, and, if it is agreeable,
the applicant at once enters upon the postulate,
which lasts till the day fixed by the Director for the
reception or investment.

41. How does the reception take place?

The reception into the Third Order takes place in
the following manner: On the appointed day, the
postulant presents himself to a priest having the
necessary faculties and says: “Reverend Father, I
humbly ask of you the habit of the Third Order of
Penance, in order that with it I may more easily
obtain eternal salvation.” Thereupon, the postulant
receives from the priest the habit, the cord, and the
lighted candle.

42. What does the habit signify?

The habit of penance with which the Tertiary is
clothed, signifies that he must divest himself of the
old man with his acts and clothe himself with the
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new man “who is created according to God in jus-
tice and holiness of truth.”

43. What does the cord symbolize?

The cord symbolizes holy purity, which the Ter-
tiary must preserve by controlling in himself the
passion of lust, “that the virtue of continency and
chastity may dwell in him.”

44. What does the lighted candle signify?

It signifies the light of Christ, communicated to
the Tertiary by the Seraphic form of life, “that be-
ing dead to the world, he may live for God shunning
the works of darkness.”

. 45. What does the Rule prescribe regarding the
habit?

The Rule says, “The members shall wear the
small scapular and the cord as prescribed; if they
do not, they deprive themselves of the rights and
privileges of the Order.”

46. What is to be noted regarding this precept?

It is to be noted, first, that the Tertiary must
never be without his scapular and cord; and, sec-
ondly, that he who, without sufficient reason, fails
to wear them, deprives himself of the privileges of
the Order. '

47. What is to be said regarding the wearing of the
large habit of the Third Order?

The large habit or tunic of brown wool may be
outwardly worn only at the monthly reunions of
the members and at certain ecclesiastical functions;
namely, processions, pilgrimages, general commun-

22

ions, and funerals, provided  the members attend in
a body. Tertiaries may be likewise clothed in the
large habit at the time of their death and burial.

48. What does the Rule say regarding the novi-
tiate? _ :
The Rule simply says that all who enter the Third
Order, whether men or women, shall make a year’s
novitiate. In order that the profession may be valid,
it may not be made before the day following the
anniversary of the reception of the habit; on the
other hand. the term of the novitiate should not be

prolonged indefinitely.

49. Do the novices enjoy any privileges of the
Order?

Yes: the novices participate in the spiritual priv-
ileges of the Order, provided they {ulfill the obliga-
tions, especially that of wearing the habit.

50. What regulations have been given with regard
to the wearing of the cord and scapular?

The wearing of the cord and scapular habitually
by Tertiaries is an essential point of observance as
much as the wearing of the habit by Convent Re-
ligious. The pendicles or little pieces of cloth must
be of wool and must be worn suspended from the
shoulders. '

51. What should alwéys be borne in mind when
asking for a dispensation from wearing the cord and
scapular? '

Before seeking a dispensation a member ought
not overlook the fact that the habit is a penitential
garb and that mere inconvenience does not seem
sufficient reason for a dispensation.
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CHAPTER V

Profession of Members

52. What does the Rule say regarding the profes-
sion of members?

The Rule says that, after a full year’s novitiate,
the novices shall duly make their profession of the
Rule of the Order, shall promise to observe the laws
of God, to obey the Church, and, if they fail in their
profession, to make the required satisfaction.

53. How is the profession made?

According to the ceremonial, the novice clothed
in the large habit of the Order, or at least wearing
outwardly the scapular and the cord, kneels before
the altar, at the feet of the priest, and with hands
joined pronounces the formula of profession.

54. How does this formula read?

This formula reads as follows: “I, — —, in the
presence of Almighty God, in honor of the Immacu-
late Virgin Mary, of Blessed Father Francis, and of
all the Saints, promise to observe all the time of my
life the commandments of God and the Rule of the
Third Order, instituted by the same Blessed Fran-
cis, according to the form approved by Nicholas IV
and Leo XIIT; also to satisfy at the pleasure of the
Visitor for transgressions committed against the
same Rule.”

A
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55. Is the profession made in the Third Order a
sacred act?

Yes; it is sacred in itself and in its effects. For
this reason, it is attended with holy ceremonies and
made in the presence of Almighty God, in honor of
the Immaculate Virgin Mary, of Blessed Father
Francis, and of all the Saints.

56. What is the nature of this profession?

The profession in the Third Order is of its nature
not a vow, but a pledge of one’s word, which should
be respected in virtue of the acceptance of the
Church and of the fidelity one owes to one’s given
word.

57. For how long a time does the Tertiary bind
himself?

He binds himself for life; for he says, “I promise
to observe the Rule of the Third Order all the time
of my life.”

58. Is anyone ever permitted to leave the Third
Order?

One may leave the Third Order to enter a re-
ligious order or congregation. A person who leaves
the Third Order for any reason, does not commit
a sin, but he deprives himself of many graces and
means of sanctification.

59. Which are the means of persevering in the
Order?

These means are: A thorough knowledge of the
Rule and the benefits of the Order; a great devotion
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to St. Francis; an ardent desire for perfection, and
an exact observance of the precepts of the Rule.

60. What is the first thing Tertiaries promise in
their profession?

They pledge themselves to observe the laws of
God and of the Church. By making this promise
they bind themselves more closely to the service of
God, but contract no new obligation.

61. What is the second thing Tertiaries promise?
They promise to observe “the Rule of the Third
Order, instituted by the Blessed Father Francis.”
This Rule, however, is not strictly preceptive, but
merely (irective, hence not binding under sin.

62. What is the third thing Tertiaries promise?
They promise “to satisfy at the pleasure of the

Visitor ior transgressions committed aoainst the
>
Rule.”

63. What is the reward promised to the faithful
Tertiaries?

The priest, having accepted the profession of the
Tertiary, replies: “And I, on the part of God, if
thou observest these things, promise thee life ever-
lasting.” In these words is contained a great con-
solation for every true child of St. Francis.

64. May a Tertiary pass from one fraternity of the
Order to another?

Yes, he may do so with the consent of the respec-
tive superiors. If he does make the transfer, he is
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expected to inform the fraternity he is leaving and
the one he is joining.

65. Which is the greatest benefit that Tertiaries
derive from their profession?

The greatest benefit that Tertiaries derive from
their profession, consists in this that their whole
life is regulated by a Rule approved by the Church
and capable of leading them to a high degree of
sanctity. In fact, the Rule of the Third Order is
nothing but the law of the Gospel applied to the
condition of people living in the world.

66. Should Tertiaries faithfully observe the Rule?

Yes; even if the Rule does not oblige under pain
of sin, they should, nevertheless, observe it in order
to be true to their promise, and to participate in the
benefits of the Franciscan form of life.
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CHAPTER VI

Practice of Penance

67. What does the Rule prescribe as to the exterior
life of Tertiaries?

The Rule says, “In all things let the members of
the Third Order avoid extremes of cost and style,

observing the golden mean suited to each one’s sta-
tion in life.”

68. What does this precept imply?

It implies the avoidance of luxury and vain dis-
play, and moderation in all things.
69. What is luxury?

Luxury is the free indulgence in costly foods,
dress, furniture, or anything expensive which merely
gratifies the appetites or tastes.

70. Is luxury pernicious?

Yes; it is pernicious from the Christian and moral
standpoint, because it fosters selfishness and, in gen-
eral, is the source of many spiritual evils.

71. What kind of display of dress and ornament is
forbidden by the Rule?

The Rule forbids all vain and excessive display,

inasmuch as it 1s an obstacle to sanctification and
edification.

72. Is a Tertiary permitted to conform in all things
to the fashions of the day?

No; for by so doing he would very often act con-
trary to his vocation not only as Tertiary, but even
as Christian.

73. What is prescribed on the subject of luxury
and display?

It is prescribed that Tertiaries observe the rules
of moderation in so far as they apply to each one’s
state of life. Hence, they may use the goods of this
world according to their state or rank, but they
should take care to avoid all extravagance and
worldliness.

74. What does the Rule say on the subject of
amusements?

The Rule says, “Let them with the utmost cau-
tion keep away from dances and shows which savor
of license, as well as from all forms of dissipation.”

75. Are Tertiaries never permitted to attend
dances?

Tertiaries are not forbidden to attend dances pro-
viding there is nothing objectionable or sinful about
the place, the people who frequent the dance or the
music that is played. However, a member will keep
in mind that the spirit of moderation should regu-
late his life particularly in this matter.

76. How ought a Tertiary conduct himself at a
dance?

A Tertiary mus* conduct himself according to the
.ales of prudence and modesty, and by his interior
dispositions render remote the dangers of sin.
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77. What does the rule say of shows?

Tertiaries should refrain with the utmost caution
from objectionable shows if they do not wish to
suffer the loss of their faith and good morals, or, at
least, of the Franciscan spirit.

78. Are Tertiaries never allowed to assist at dra-
matic presentations?

Yes; Tertiaries may assist at them as long as they
are reasonably certain that nothing objectionable
will be presented.

79. What is prescribed regarding repasts?

The Rule prescribes frugality in eating and drink-
ing. This implies that Tertiaries should not only
not eat and drink to excess, but also cultivate habits
of restraint by not eating and drinking for the mere
pleasure of it.

80. How should their repasts be sanctified?

The Rule says, “(Let them) devoutly say grace
before and after meals.” This Christian practice
should be fostered above all by Tertiaries.

81. What is prescribed by the Rule as to fasting
and abstinence?

“They shall fast on the Vigil of the Immaculate

Conception and on that of St. Francis; they are to
be highly commended who, according to the orig-

inal Rule of the Tertiaries, also either fast on Fri-
days or abstain from fleshmeat on Wednesdays.”
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82. How should Tertiaries observe the law of fast-
ing and abstinence?

They should observe with courage and fidelity
the fasts and abstinences prescribed by the Church
and not ask for a dispensation from them unless
forced by necessity; and if their condition permits,
they should abstain on Wednesdays or fast on Fri-
days, as counseled by the Rule. ‘

To keep in touch with things Franciscan, subscribe to the
FRANCISCAN HERALD AND FORUM

Tucked in the pages of this monthly magazine you find—
Editorial comment on present day events

Catchy biographical sketches of interesting persons
Solid instruction on the spiritual life

Tips for directors of the Third Order

Worthy book reviews of the latest books

Current news on Third Order doings

Subscription: $2.00 a year.
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CHAPTER VII

Holy Sacraments — Divine Office —
Last Will -

83. What does the Rule prescribe on the subject of
Confession?

The Rule says, “They shall approach the Sacra-
ment of Penance every month.” They are, there-
fore, commanded to confess at least once a month,
because the Sacrament of Penance is a powerful
means of preserving and increasing sanctifying
grace and leading a virtuous life.

84. With what disposition should Tertiaries confess
their sins?

They should make each confession as if it were
their last one. Hence, they should carefully exam-
ine their conscience, make a good act of contrition
and a sincere confession, and receive the imparted
absolution with the same reverence as if it were the
most precious blood of our Savior poured over their
souls in remission of their sins.

85. What does the Rule say regarding Holy Com-
munion?

The Rule says, “They shall approach the Sacra-
ment of the Holy Eucharist every month.” In pre-
scribing monthly Communion, the Rule indicates
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the least that is expected of Tertiaries. True chil-
dren of Mother Church and of St. Francis, however,
will receive oftener.

- '86. "How often should Tertiaries approach the Holy

Table?

If possible, every day; for, this is the express
wish of Holy Mother Church and the ardent desire
of her Divine Founder.

87. Why should Tertiaries receive so often?

For the good of their souls and the edification of
their neighbor,

88. How should they receive Holy Communion?

They should receive Holy Communion in the
state of grace, with the right intention, and with all
the fervor of which they are capable.

89. Should Tertiaries abstain from Holy Commun-
ion if they feel little or no devotion?

No; for true devotion consists not in pious feel-
ings, but in the determined will to honor God by
acts of piety.

90. Which is the daily prayer prescribed for Ter-
tiaries?

The daily prayer prescribed for Tertiaries is the
Divine Office.
91. What is the Divine Office?

It is a formula of prayers daily recited by the
members of the clergy and of the religious orders,
according to the form laid down by the Church.
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92. Why is this office prescribed for the members
of the Third Order?

Because the members of the Third Order are to
be regarded as religious living in the world, and as
such they have the obligation as well as the priv-
ilege of sharing in the worship of praise daily offered
to God by religious properly so called.

93. What does the Rule say regarding the Divine
Office?

“Tertiaries among the clergy, since they recite the
Divine Office daily, shall be under no further obli-
gation in this regard. Lay members who recite
neither the Canonical Hours, nor the Little Office
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, shall say daily twelve
Our Fathers, Hail Marys and Glorys, unless thev
are prevented by ill health.”

94. Does the Rule impose on clerical Tertiaries any
special obligation regarding the Divine Office?

No; the Rule does not impose on them any spe-
cial obligation in this respect since they are already
obligated to say the Divine Office by the law of the
Church.

95. What form of prayer is prescribed for lay
Tertiaries?

Lay Tertiaries are obliged to recite either the
Little Office of the Blessed Virgin or the office of
the twelve Our Fathers, Hail Marys, and Glorys.
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96. At what time of the day should lay Tertiaries
say their office?

They may say their office at any time convenient
to them.

97. May Tertiaries be dispensed from reciting their
office?

Yes; they may be dispensed, but only for the rea-
son of ill health.

98. What should those Tertiaries do who cannot
find time to recite their daily office?

A good Tertiary will always find time to say his
office. In case, however, it should be impossible for
him to say the entire office, he will say at least a
part of it, or perform some other good work instead.

99. Does any special merit or efficacy attach to the
Divine Office?

Yes; the Divine Office is more meritorious and
more efficacious than any private prayer, because
it is the prayer of the Church, the beloved Spouse
of Christ.

100. What is prescribed regarding the making of
one’s last will?

The Rule says, “Let those who are entitled to
make a will, do so in good time.”
101. What does this precept imply?

It does not imply that Tertiaries must deprive
themselves of the ownership or the enjoyment of
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their earthly goods, but only that they make their
will in good time.

102. Why does the Rule impose this obligation on
Tertiaries?

The Rule imposes this obligation on Tertiaries in
order that they may practice the virtue of detach-
ment and the spirit of poverty, and may forestall
any quarrel such as generally arises in a family or a
society at the death of an intestate person.

103. Why should Tertiaries faithfully observe this
injunction?

They should faithfuily observe this injunction in
order to provide for the peace of their own soul and
the peace of their family.

36

R b

CHAPTER VIII

Good Example — Exercises

of Piety

104. What does the Rule say on the subject of good
example?

The Rule says that in their daily life Tertiaries
should study to lead others by their example.

105. Wherein does a good example consist?

It consists in fulfilling, always and everywhere,
whether in public or in private, one’s duties, par-
ticularly those of one's state of life.

106. Which is the first duty of one’s state?

It is the duty of fulfilling, in a Christian manner,
one’s obligations toward the various members of
one’s family. This is a duty of primary importance,

and he who is negligent in this, cannot be a worthv
member of the Third Order.

107. How should this duty be performed?

It should be performed in accordance with the
will of God. Husbands and wives should, therefore,
preserve inviolate their mutual marriage promise;
parents should bring up their children in the fear
of God; and children, on their part, should revere,
love and obey their parents.
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108. How should mothers and mistresses of the
household set a good example?

They should set a good example by governing
their subjects according to the principles of justice,
charity, and patience, and by regulating the affairs
of the household according to the laws of order and
economy.

109. How should a Tertiary engaged in business
conduct himself?

He should endeavor to edify his customers by his
willingness to serve them and by conducting his
business along the lines of honesty.

110. How should a Tertiary laborer give a good
example?

He should give a good example by conscientiously
performing the work assigned to him, without, how-
ever, neglecting the service of God and the care of
his soul.

111. How may Tertiaries edify their fellow parish-
ioners?

Tertiaries may edify the other members of the
parish by assisting regularly at Holy Mass and at
the other exercises of devotion, and by taking an
active part in everything that concerns the welfare
of the parish.

112. What should be the attitude of Tertiaries in
parochial affairs?

In accordance with their vocation, their attitude
should be one of humility and self-sacrifice. Tt
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should, therefore, be their ambition not to rule the
affairs of the parish, but to serve in executing the
commands of their ecclesiastical superiors.

113. How should Tertiaries conduct themselves
toward their priests?

Being disciples of Saint Francis, who during his
lifetime had the highest regard for priests, Terti-
aries should at all times and under all circumstances
show respect and obedience to the ministers of God.

114. What does the Rule say regarding exercises
of piety?

The Rule says, “Let them strive to promote prac-
tices of piety and good works.”

115. Does the Rule specify these pious practices?

Noj; the Rule does not specify what pious prac-
tices should be promoted, but certainly obligatory
piety (e. g. towards parents, the sick), ought to take
precedence over other forms of piety.

116. How should a Tertiary perform his exercises
of piety?

Having prudently chosen such exercises as are
best suited to his vocation and to his needs, the Ter-
tiary should strive to perform them faithfully and
devoutly.

117. What place should these exercises occupy in
the Tertiary’s spiritual life?

These exercises should never become a hindrance
in fulfilling one’s other duties: hence, while striving
to remain faithful to his pious practices, the Ter-
tiary should, nevertheless, maintain a certain free-
dom in performing them.
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CHAPTER IX

Bad Literature — Fraternal

Charity

118. 'What does the Rule enjoin on Tertiaries in re-
gard to bad literature?

The Rule says. “Let them not allow books or pub-
lications which are a menace to virtue, to be brought
into their hones, or to be read by those under their
care.” This precept is based on the natural law,
which forbids us to expose ourselves to voluntary
occasions of sin and to co-operate in the evil actions
of others.

119. What does this passage of the Rule imply?

It implies a twolold negative precept; namely,
not to allow bad literature to be brought into one’s
house, and not to allow those over whom one is
placed to read bad books or papers.

120. What is, therefore, the duty of parents and
masters?

It is their duty to keep careiul watch over the
reading of their charges and to forbid them all books
or papers that migkt be injurious to their faith or
virtue.
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121. Is there any excuse for reading bad books or
papers?

No; for the common Christian there is none what-
ever, and one cannot sufficiently deplore the blind-
iiess of so many who, in spite of admonitions to the
contrary, wilfully poison their minds by reading
irreligious or immoral books and papers.

122. What does the Rule prescribe regarding the
mutua!l relation of Tertiaries?

The Rule prescribes, “Let them earnestly main-
tain the spirit of charity among themselves and
toward others.” These words call to the minds of
Tertiaries the favorite commandment of our Divine
Savior and the touching admonitions of his faith-
ful servant St. Francis regarding fraternal charity.

123. What is the extent of this charity?

This charity should embrace all men without ex-
ception ; hence, not only the memibers of one’s family
or fraternity, but also strangers and enemies.

124. What is the chief characteristic of the charity
of Tertiaries?

According to the Rule, it is kindness or benevo-
lence, which consists in wishing well to others from
all our heart.

125. How should this benevolence show itself?

It should show itself not only in words, but also
in deeds, for charitable deeds are the best proof of a
benevolent disposition.
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126. “Which are the commonest faults against
charity?

The commonest faults against charity are those
of the tongue; against these, therefore, Tertiaries
should be particularly on their guard if they would
not destroy charity in themselves and in others.

127. What does the Rule say regarding violations of
charity?

It says that Tertiaries should take care to settle
quarrels whenever they can do so. Hence, it is their
special duty to act as peacemakers.

128. How should Tertiaries fulfill this duty?
Tertiaries should endeavor to heal discord by
reconciling those at odds. In this matter, however,
they should be guided by the rules of prudence, and
if they are wanting in the necessary tact, they
should refer the question at issue to their superiors,
or recommend the affair to God in devout prayer.

129. What is the scope of this precept?

According to their Rule, Tertiaries are required
to settle quarrels whenever they can do so; that is
to say, within and without the Order, in private and
in public life.

130. What obligation does the Rule impose on
Tertiaries in regard to oaths?

The Rule prescribes that they never take an oath
except in case of necessity. This precept implies
nothing but what is already contained in the second
commandment of God.
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CHAPTER X

Special Exercises of Piety—
Mutual Aid

131, What does the Rule prescribe in regard to the
examination of one’s conscience?

The Rule prescribes that Tertiaries should exam-
ine their conscience every night.

132, Why was this precept given particularly to
Tertiaries?

Because Tertiaries should be persons, not merely
of ordinary religious fidelity, but of deep and con-
sistent piety, and there is no spiritugl exercise so
conducive to piety and religiousness as the daily
examen of conscience.

133. In what wey does this practice aid Tertiaries
in acquiring perfection?

It aids them in acquiring perfection by revealing
to them not only their daily transgressions, but also
their predominant passions, which are responsible
for most of their sins, and which constitute the chief
drawback to their spiritual progress.

134. How should Tertiaries make their daily exa-
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men that it may be conducive to their spiritual
progress?

They should make it not in a slipshod and hasty
way, but with method and earnestness.

135. On what points should they examine them-
selves?

They should examine themselves on the com-
mandments of God and on the precepts of the Rule.

.136. What does the Rule inculcate on Tertiaries in
regard to hearing Mass?

The Rule says, “Let those who can do so, attend
Mass daily”; hence, those whose circumstances al-
low, should make a practice of assisting at Mass
every day, or at least as often as they can do so
without great trouble, in order to become pgrtaker.s
of the inestimable spirtual blessings of which this
august Sacrifice is the source and center.

137. How may Tertiaries who cannot assist at Mass
daily, comply with the spirit of this injunction?

They may do so by attending Mass on Sqndays
with punctuality and reverence, and by trying to
induce as many negligent Catholics as possible to
do likewise.

138. What method should Tertiaries follow in
hearing Mass?

A good and easy way to hear Mass devoutly, 1s
to follow the prayer book or to recite the Rosary
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of the Sorrowful Mysteries. A devout method is
that of St. Leonard of Port Maurice, which is found
in almost all Third Order manuals. Those who
can do so without too much distraction, may use the
Missal.

139. What does the Rule say regarding monthly
meetings of the fraternity?

The Rule says briefly, “Let them attend the
monthly meetings called by the Prefect.” Attend-
ance at these meetings is necessary to foster and
maintain in the members the Tertiary spirit.

140. Should Tertiaries easily dispense themselves
from such attendance?

Tertiaries who have the interest of the order at
heart will not easily dispense themselves from the
meeting. If they are absent for a just reason, they
ought to be conscientious in making the excuse
prescribed by the fraternity. :

141. What does the Rule enjoin on Tertiaries in the
matter of contributions?

“Let them contribute according to their means to
a common fund, from which the poorer members
may be aided, especially in time of sickness, or pro-

vision may be made for the dignity of Divine
Worship.”

142. How should Tertiaries fulfill this injunction of
the Rule?

They should do so generously and discreetly; that
is, each member should contribute according to his
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means, and no one should contribute above his
means.

143. Why should Tertiaries be particularly faithful
in complying with this precept?

Because care for the poor and concern for the
dignity of Divine worship were two of the char-
acteristic traits of St. Francis; hence, they should
be likewise the distinguishing features of all who
aspire to the perfection of his Rule.

144. What special duties does the Rule impose on
the Officers in regard to sick members?

The Rule says, “Let the officers either personally
visit a sick member, or send some one to perform
the services of charity.”

145. What does this precept imply?

It implies that the duty of visiting the sick is espe-
cially incumbent on the Prefect of each fraternity;
when he, however, is unable for any reason to make
these visits of charity, he may delegate some one
else to call in his stead.

146. What are the Officers commanded to do in a
case of serious illness of a member?

They are commanded to “remind and urge the
sick person to arrange in time the affairs of his
soul.”

147. What are Tertiaries to observe in regard to
the funeral of a deceased member?

“At the funeral of a deceased member the resident

46

and visiting Tertiaries shall assemble and say in
common five decades of the Rosary for the soul of

the departed.” They ought also to conform to the

|)IOV11‘1C1aI all(l local re ulathI’lS m tlllS alt( ar
g p 1 lll

148. What else does the Rule prescribe for the relief
of deceased members?

The Rule prescribes that “the priests at the Holy
Sacrifice and the lay members, if possible, having
received Holy Communion, pray with fervent char-
ity for the eternal rest of the deceased.”

Tertiary Office
of the
Paterd

This little (2Y2x4) booklet contains 106 pages with five different

offices to help Tertiaries recite the office of the 12 Qur Fathers.
1. Liturgical Office, based on prayers from the common of the Breviary;

2. Office proyed with St. Francis—based on selections from the writings
of St. Francis;

3. Seraphic Office, based on the Sequence of St. Francis;
4. Traditional Office as in Tertiaries Companion;
5. Office with Reflections.

Printed i i .
Breviory,m red and black to simulate the format of the priest’s

50¢ each 30% on 25 or more copies
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CHAPTER XI

Organization and Government

of the Third Order

149. What is meant by a fraternity of the Third
Order?

A fraternity is an association of Tertiaries canon-
ically established, with the permission of the bishop,

by the religious superiors of the Franciscan Order "

or by priests specially delegated for this purpose.

150. What pers;::ns are capable of forming a fra-
ternity?

© - The persons capable of forming a fraternity are

the professed members of the Third Order Secular,
united in a sufficient number to insure the progress
of the Tertiary congregation.

151. How should the Tertiaries be disposed toward
their fraternity?

The Tertiaries should love their fraternity, and
should interest themselves in everything that per-
tains to its welfare, either by laboring to recruit and
to organize it, or by devoting themselves to the good
works prescribed or advocated by it.
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152. What is prescribed in regard to the offices of
a fraternity?

The Rule says, “The offices shall be conferred at

a meeting of the members.”

153. How are these offices assigned?

The first officers are appointed by the Visitor or
Director when the fraternity is established; there-
after they are elected by the professed members of
the congregation at regular intervals,

154. How long do the officials remain in office?

The Rule says, “The term of these offices shall be
three years,” unless otherwise specified.

155. Are the members free to decline an office?

On this point, the Rule declares that no one can,
without good reason, refuse any office tendered him.
156. How should the office-holders discharge their
duties?

The Rule says in a general way, “no one is to dis-
charge the duties of his office negligently.”

157. What should the officers bear in mind?

They should bear in mind that upon their zeal.
prudence, docility, and tact' depend the usefulness
and efficiency, if not the very life and existence, of
the fraternity.

158. By what name are the superiors of the Third
Order collectively designated?

The board of officers is called the Fraternity
Council.
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159. Who is the chief official with regard to a
fraternity?

It is the Reverend Director, representing the su-
periors of the First or the Third Order Regular,

who are the canonical authorities of the Third
Order.

160. Which is the chief office in the fraternity itself?

The chief office in the fraternity itself is that of
the Prefect.

161. Which is the principal office after that of
Prefect?

It is that of Assistant or Vice Prefect; like the
Prefect, he is to preside at the meetings and to con-
duct the business of the fraternity in the absence of
the Director and of the Prefect.

162. Is there any other important charge besides
those mentioned?

Yes; it is that of Master and Mistress of Novices,
who are appointed in the larger fraternities to assist
the superiors in instructing the novices.

163. Which are the other offices usually assigned in
a fraternity?

They are those of Secretary, Treasurer, Sacristan,
Infirmarian or Nurse, and Promoters.
164. What is the means of preserving the discipline
of the Third Order?

This means is the canonical visit; concerning
which the Rule says: “The Visitor, who is charged
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with the supervision of the Order, shall diligently
investigate whether the Rule is properly observed.
Therefore, it shall be his duty to visit the Fraterni-
ties every year, or oftener if need be, and hold a
meeting, to which all the officers and members shall
be summoned.”

165. Which are the powers of the Visitor and the
duties of the Tertiaries toward him?

These powers and duties are clearly indicated in
the Rule, which ordains: “Should the Visitor recall
a member to his duty by admonition or command,
or impose a salutary penance, let such member
meekly accept the correction and not refuse to per-
form the penance.”

166. Who are to be appointed to the office of
Visitor?

“The Visitors are to be chosen from the First
Franciscan Order, or from the Third Order Regu-
lar and shall be appointed by the provincial or local
superiors when requested. Laymen cannot hold the
office of Visitor.”

167. What does the Rule ordain in regard to diso-
bedient members?

“Disobedient and harmful members shall be ad-
monished of their duty a second and a third time;
if they do not submit, let them be dismissed from
the Order.”

168. How does the Rule oblige the members?
“Those who offend against any provision of this
Rule. do not incur the guilt of sin unless in so doing

51




they also transgress the Commandments of God or
of the Church.”

169. May a person be dispensed from any provi-
sion of the Rule?

“Should a just and serious cause prevent a mem-
ber from observing any provision of the Rule, such
person may be dispensed therefrom, or the regula-
tion may be prudently commuted.”

170. Who has power to dispense from the Rule?

The faculty or power of granting such dispensa-
tion or commutation rests with the authorized direc-
tor of the fraternity to which the member belongs.

CHAPTER XII

Indulgences — Privileges — Spirit

of the Third Order

171. What is an indulgence?

An indulgence is the remission of the temporal
punishment due to sin after the sin has been for-
given, by applying to a person the superabundant
merits and satisfactions of our Savior, of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, and of the Saints.

172. How many kinds of indulgences are there?

There are two kinds; namely, plenary and partial
mndulgences.

173. Which are the conditions usually required to
gain a plenary indulgence?

The conditions commonly required are: Confes-
sion, communion, and prayer for the intention of
the Holy Father,

174. Is there any time or place specified for gaining
indulgences? :

There are indulgences for the gaining of which
the Church has specified neither time nor place; a
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great number of them, however, may be gained only
on certain days and in certain places.

175. 1Is the Third Order rich in indulgences?

Yes; it is very rich in indulgences, plenary and
partial; and these spiritual favors, apart from the
many other graces and advantages enjoyed by the
Tertiaries, ought to be a powerful inducement to
enter the Order.

176. What is the Papal Blessing?

It 1s a solemn invocation by which the Holy
Father the Pope calls down the Divine assistance
on the faithful, and with which there is connected a
plenary indulgence.

177. Does the Holy Father sometimes delegate
others to bestow this blessing?

Yes; the Holy Father frequently empowers bish-
ops and priests to bestow this blessing in his name.
The Directors of the Third Order enjoy this priv-
ilege in virtue of their Office. The Tertiaries assem-
bled in a body may receive it twice a year.

178. What is the General Absolution?

- The General Absolution or Indulgenced Blessing
is a solemn invocation which partakes of the nature
of a sacramental, and to which there is attached a
plenary indulgence.

179. What are the conditions for gaining the ple-
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nary indulgence attached to this General Absolution
or Indulgenced Blessing?

The conditions are, reception of the Sacraments
of Penance and of the Holy Eucharist, and prayers
for the intention of the Pope. A special visit to a
church is not required.

180. By whom may this absolution or blessing be
imparted?

It may be imparted either privately by the Father
Confessor in the confessional, or publicly in a meet-
ing of Tertiaries by the Reverend Director or, in his

absence, by any priest who has the faculties of the
diocese,

181. When may Tertiaries receive the Indulgenced
Blessing in the confessional?

Tertiaries may receive the Indulgenced Blessing
in the confessional on the day preceding the feast
for which it is granted, or on the feast itself, or on
any day during the week following.

182. When may sick and convalescent Tertiaries
receive the Indulgenced Blessing?
Sick and convalescent Tertiaries may receive it

on any day within the week following the day for
which it is granted.

183. What is the Francis;an Crown?

It is the rosary of the seven joys of the Blessed
Virgin Mary taught by her to a Franciscan friar in
1422, It is enriched with many indulgences.
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184. Are Tertiaries required to have beads specially
blessed to gain the plenary indulgence granted them
by Pope Leo XIII for the recitation of the Crown?

No; Tertiaries may gain this indulgence without
beads especially blessed, or, for that matter, with-
out any beads whatever, and that as often as they
recite the Crown. But they must have a blessed
crown to gain certain indulgences granted to the
Crown by Pope Pius X.

185. Is it necessary to meditate on the mysteries
while reciting this rosary?

No; meditation on the mysteries is not required ;
it is;sufficient to recite the Paters and Aves pre-
scribed.

186. What indulgences can the faithful in general
gain by the recitation of the Crown?

They may gain a plenary indulgence if they recite
the Crown together with the Tertiaries. When they

© recite it privately, they must have beads especially

Dblessed for the purpose; and they can then gain also
the numerous plenary and partial indulgences
granted by Pope Pius X.
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187. What is meant by the Franciscan spirit?

Like every other religious institution, the Third
Order also has its proper spirit, which is no other
than the spirit of the Seraphic Founder, whose aim
it was to imitate as closely as possible our Savior
Jesus Christ.
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Prayer of a Tertiary

to St. Francis

O Seraphic St. Francis, my beloved Father, pro-
tector of the poor, glorious founder of the three
great Orders, with tender love and veneration I
kneel before thee and kiss the sacred stigmata with
which our Divine Savior adorned thee. I thank thee
for having numbered me among thy children. This
grace is so sublime, that I could never have merited
it for myself; and it brings with it an endless chain
of Heaven's choicest blessings. How shall I ever

be able to show thee sufficient gratitude for all these
favors?

O Holy Father, help me ever to love the Third
Order most tenderly. Let me regard it as my spirit-
ual home and my paradise on earth, that I may, ever
mindful of my holy profession, keep the command-
ments of God and of the Church, and observe most
faithfully even the smallest details of the Rule. For
only then shall T receive the wholesome effects of
the blessing which thou, in thy dying hour, didst
impart to thy beloved children. Bless me, therefore,
kind Father, bless thy unworthy child, that I may
persevere in the conscientious observance of the

Rule of the Third Order until the end of my life,
Amen,
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The Third Order Secular of

St. Francis
Origin and Organization

HE Third Order Secular of St. Francis must be

regarded as a natural and necessary product of
the Franciscan movement which began with the
spread of the Order of Friars Minor and throughout
the subsequent centuries exerted so wide and bene-
ficent an influence on Society. So profound was
the impression which the preaching and example of
St. Francis and his first disciples made on the people
that thousands from every age and walk flocked to
them and asked to join their ranks. In many cases
family ties stood in the way, so that large numbers
had to be dismissed. Evidently, this rising flood of
religious enthusiasm had to be checked or led into
proper channels. “It was on this account,” writes
Pope Leo XIII, in his famous encyclical Auspicato
of September 17, 1882, “that the most holy man de-
termined to institute the Brotherhood of the Third
Order, which was to admit all ranks, all ages, both
sexes, and yet in no way necessitate the rupture of
family or social ties.”

The Rule of the Third Order consisted only in
obedience to God and to his Church, in avoiding
" factions and quarrels, and in no way defrauding
one’s neighbor. The members were to take up arms
only for the defense of religion and country; to be
moderate in food and in clothing; to shun luxury;
and to abstain from the dangerous seduction of
dances and plays. Such was the simple rule of life
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which St. Francis, counseled by his friend Cardinal
Ugolino, drew up for his Third Order, and accord-
ing to which persons living in the world were to
put into practice his ideals of Christian perfection.

According to the better opinion, based on the au-
thority of Mariano of Florence and on the earliest
Papal bull known to exist on the subject, the Third
Order was organized near Florence, Italy. As the
date of its organization the best historians justly
assign the year 1221, basing their opinion on the
fact that the oldest preserved rule of the Third Or-
der, discovered by Sabatier, bears this date. That
same year, 1221, St. Francis came to Poggibonzi,
a town near Florence. Here he met one Lucius, or
Lucchese, a friend of his boyhood days and now a
prosperous merchant. He was a man of singular
virtue, and, having heard how the saint had founded
an order for seculars at Florence, he asked to be
enrolled. St. Francis gladly complied, and vested
him and his wife, Bonadonna, with the habit of the
Third Order. These two, therefore, are commonly
regarded as the first Tertiaries. About the same
time, a certain lawyer of the Roman Curia, by the
name of Bartholomew, was clothed with the Ter-
tiary habit and granted faculties to vest others,
thereby becoming the first Third Order director.

During the thirteenth century the members of the
Third Order, which had meanwhile spread to every
part of Europe, followed different rules and stood
more or less under episcopal jurisdiction. In 1289,
however, Pope Nicholas IV, wishing to unite these
scattered fraternities so as to make them a more
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powerful force in the Church, gave them a uniform
and definite rule and placed them once and for all
under the jurisdiction of the Order of Friars Minor.

It was in 1883 that Pope Leo XIII, himself a fer-
vent Tertiary, breathed new life and vigor into the
Third Order by publishing his constitution, Miseri-
cors Dei Filius. The illustrious pontiff knew what
the order had meant for the moral and religious life
of the masses in the Ages of Faith, and realized how,
in consequence of the Protestant Reformation with
its two centuries of wars and revolutions, the nine-
teenth century was gradually drifting into indiffer-
entism and infidelity. To bring back the nations to
God was his one endeavor; and the best means to
accomplish this was, in his mind, the Third Order
of St. Francis. Accordingly, he issued the famous
constitution, in which he revised and modified the
rule of the Third Order with a special view to the
conditions and needs of modern times. At the same
time he granted new and richer favors, indulgences,
and privileges to those who would join the Third
Order.

In our day much has been done to spread and in-
trench the blessings of Third Order spirit and life
by means of organization. Not only is the fraternal
life of the Tertiaries insisted upon locally, but the
local fraternities themselves are organized in prov-
inces, and even nationally, with provincial and na-
tional boards of officers and with approved provin-
cial and national constitutions, directed toward
unifying and stimulating local efforts and giving
them permanence.

60

As a means to keep alive this union of forces,
periodical rallies are held among the fraternities of
a locality or region, or again the fraternities of a
province or a nation gather for a provinecial or a
national congress.

Every Tertiary and every Fraternity that values
the spirit and the aims of the Order, welcomes such
organization and supports and cooperates with it to
the best of his ability. The Hierarchy of our coun-
try itself dignifies the National Tertiary Organiza-
tion by appointing one of the Hierarchy as Bishop
Protector of the Third Order, to link the National
Organization of the Order with the body of Bishops,
in the National Catholic Welfare Conference. IL.o-
cally and nationally the Third Order is thus put at
the command of the Clergy and the Hierarchy as a
mighty auxiliary arm of Catholic Action.

To be sure, after all the Order will never be
greater than the goodwill on the part of its mem-
bership. It is for this reason that every Tertiary
and every Fraternity must seek to grow in appreci-
ation of the aims and destiny of the Order. Intelli-
gent study of the vast and growing literature of the
Order, especially of the Papal documents concern-
ing the Order, is therefore imperative wherever
there are Tertiaries.

We recommend among other publications above
all the organ of the National Tertiary Organization:
FRANCISCAN HERALD and FORUM, published
at 5045 Laflin Street, Chicago, Illinois. Subscrip-
tion price for twelve months of the year, $2.00
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