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THE THIRD ORDER AND SOCIAL REFORM
By Fr. F. H.. O.F.JI.

III. THE APOSTOLATE OF THE THIRD ORDER

GREAT are the needs of present-
day society, but equally great
is the confidence placed by

the late Tertiary Popes in the Third
Order for alleviating these needs.

And happy we are to say that the

Third Order is able to meet these ex-

pectations. It possesses powers,
which if they are not left fallow, can
do much towards solving the social

question. Fr. Heribert Holzapfel,

O.F.M. in his History of the Fran-
ciscan Order writes: "Imagine
a hundred resolute men or a hun-
dred generous women in a parish,

who of their own accord have
pledged themselves to receive the
sacraments monthly, to live in peace
with all, to banish all dangerous
reading from their homes, to shun
luxury, to keep aloof from question-

able dances and plays, to contribute,

each according to his means, to-

wards charity, and to influence their

neighbors to do the same— surely

such a band of noble Christians

must be a great help to the pastor,

his trusted auxiliaries, on whom he
can rely. The catholicity of the
Third Order, its spread over the
whole world adds to this power and
influence. Thus, the Third Order
may be made a bulwark against the
anti-religious tendencies of the
times, and it can prove beyond doubt
that religion is a potent factor in

social life, if only the directors are
conscious of their whole duty, and
do not consider the Third Order a
mere confraternity of pious souls."

St. Francis never intended it for

that. He rather wished to unite

determined Catholics who, in their

private and their public life, aim to

be typical children of the Church in

whose coming and going we may
see the practical realization of the
teachings and commands of the

Church, who aim to be apostles and,

with the zeal, self-sacrifice and
perseverance of the Apostles of old,

to work, as far as lies in their pow-
er, for the religious, moral, and
social uplift of mankind.

INFLUENCE OF THE THIRD ORDER ON RELIGIOUS LIFE

The Third Order is primarily,

though not exclusively, a religious

Order. The cultivation of religion

and of the spiritual life is its main
purpose. "The tendency of reli-

gious people at present", says Fr.

Cuthbert, O.S.F.C., "is to develop

social ideals at the expense of a

knowledge of God and the spiritual

life. 'To serve one's neighbor is to

serve God. ' Now that is a danger
the Catholic cannot too carefully

guard against. Hence the man
who would fulfill his vocation as a

Catholic and an apostle of Christ

amongst his fellow men must be one
who gives some part of his day to

sincere and devout prayer, who is

alive to the tremendous mysteries

of the altar, who values the Sacra-

ments of the Church, and who is

accustomed to look out on the events

of life with an eye of faith and with
trust in the providence of God."
For this reason, did St. Francis

make religion the foundation and
pledge of his Order, and for this

reason, does the Third Order insist

that its members be good practical

Catholics and as such spread a love

for religion and for "the Church
among their neighbors.

The Tertiaries are admonished,
therefore, both by the example of

their Founder, and by their holy

Rule to be faithful, obedient chil-
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dren of the Church, to love and
venerate the priests, above all the

pastors, to be ready to defend them
and to take their part at any time.

St. Francis's respect for the sacred

priesthood is well known, and this

same respect he demands of his

followers. "They are pastors," he
was wont to say, ' 'and they have been
divinely appointed to bring into ex-

istence and to administer the sacra-

ments. This double power entitles

them to our homage. For my part,

if I met at the same time an angel

from heaven and a poor priest, it

would be the priest whose hands I

would first kiss" (Le Monnier). By
showing respect and confidence in

their pastors, the Tertiaries per-

form a twofold mission, they silent-

ly remind the priest of the holiness

and zeal demanded of him, and they
exalt and strengthen his position

among the people. We can readily

understand, how beneficial such con-

duct must be to a parish.

L The spiritual nourishment of a

parish, the one necessary means to

preserve a parish from the enervat-
ing spirit of indifference, is the re-

ception of the sacraments. Here it

is the Tertiary again that takes the
lead, and by his good example, in-

duces others to receive the sacra-
ments frequently, thereby strength-
ening the members of the parish in

their faith and preserving them
from the debasing spirit of the
times.

The parish church is the spiritual

home of the people; its condition is

in a way a criterion of the condition
of the parish. Is the church well-

kept, in a condition befitting the
dwelling-place of God, then all will

judge the parish to be in a good
condition. By their holy Rule, the
Tertiaries are commanded to care
for the maintenence and embellish-
ment of the house of God. "They
will contribute— each according to

his means—to a common fund, from
which provision may be made for

the dignity of divine worship. '

' By
assisting daily at holy Mass and
regularly at the other devotions,

they are to give a good example.
All this must undoubtedly have a
deep and lasting effect on the spiri-

tual life of a parish, and we can
easily understand why so many
priests introduce the Third Order
into their parishes, and why such
social reformers as the late Popes
Leo XIII and Pius X should plead
for the spread of the Third Order.
Their greatest influence on the

religious life in a parish, the Ter-
tiaries exert by the apostolate of

prayer. The daily prayer of the
Order is indeed a prayer of propitia-

tion and petition. It appeases the
just wrath of God; it calls down the
grace of God upon the members of

the Church in their various needs;

it obtains the help and blessing of

God for the pastors and their flocks.

Happy, therefore, the parish that

can boast of a branch of the Third
Order.

To be continued!


