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CATHOLIC FRANCE PRIOR TO THE FRENCH REVOLU-
TION.1

DURING the reign of the unfortunate Louis XVI. the popula-

tion of the Kingdom of France is said to have been

33,000,000 souls, the great majority of whom were Catholics.

The fabric of the Church comprised

:

Archbishops 18
Bishops 117
Bishops in charge of Foreign Missions 11
Canons and Prebendaries 800
Ecclesiastics, including dignitaries and priests 386,000
Parishes and churches 34,498
Parochial annexes having chapels 4,644
Universities 24
Academies 86
Heads of religious communities of men 16

No kingdom in Europe at a corresponding time, with the excep-

tion of the Two Sicilies, had so numerous a hierarchy as that of

France. The number of ecclesiastics, dignitaries and priests far

exceeded that of any other nation in Europe, while the aggregate of

parishes having churches exceeded that of Spain by about 15,000,

Spain at that epoch having the largest number of any nation in

Europe except France.

In the cities of France there was an aggregate of 96b hospitals,

with free beds and attendance for the sick or for those accidentally

injured. There were, where most needed, asylums for foundlings,

for orphans, for the blind, for deaf-mutes ; refuges for incurables, for

the aged poor, for helpless cripples, and in fact, "for all the ills that

flesh is heir to."1 These works of mercy were served by eighteen

different orders of religious women, whose head houses were prin-

cipally in Paris, the mother superior of one of which, renowned for

the holiness of its community, had been a princess royal of France,

daughter of Louis XV. This is a noble snowing for the women of

France who had consecrated their lives to religion and to works of

mercy.

Some of these institutions had been founded by devoted women
who won success by prayer and hard work ; others by wealthy ladies

of the nobility, and many by ladies of the bourgeois classes. Their

financial foundations had been securely arranged, mostly on immova-
ble securities, which had been augmented from time to time by
benefactions.

It is an historical fact, however, that many of the financial founda-

1 "CEnvres de M. Le Vicomte de Chateaubriand." Tome troisieme. Genie da
Christianisme. Paris, 1836. CEuvres completes; d'Alexis De Tocqueville. L'Ancien
Regime et la Revolution. Huitieme Edition. Paris, 1877. * "Genie du Chris-

tianisme, notes et eclaircissements," p. 385.
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tions which gave stability to most of these institutions in the cities of

France had not been built by members of the royal family nor by

wealthy nobles, but by the charitable munificence of wealthy mer-

chants and individuals of the untitled classes.

A parallel of the same charitable spirit among the last named
classes at a corresponding time could be found in London, where

the guilds of merchants, traders and manufacturers built and

liberally endowed hospitals, lying-in asylums, orphanages, boarding

schools for boys and girls, libraries and other educational help for

apprentices and other young people in service.

While as a rule the wills of deceased British noblemen provided

only for relatives, leaving little or nothing for charity, the wills of

wealthy merchants and tradesmen usually devised large sums for the

institutions founded in by-gone days by their predecessors in their

respective lines of trade.

Centuries ago the heads of many of the great monastic orders

obtained from the Court of France concessions of large tracts con-

taining many thousand acres of marshy and otherwise apparently

irreclaimable lands, a portion of which they proposed to improve,

and on which in time was to be built a religious establishment for the

members of their respective orders.

These domains at the time could not be sold by the government

for agricultural development or even given away for farming pur-

poses to individuals, for the reason that their reclamation would cost

more money than was generally available to the average agricul-

turist. When the tract had been patented to the religious order,

with the royal seal in evidence, the chief of the order sent a small

colony of monks, including a civil engineer of the brethren, experts

in geological knowledge, woodsmen and strong laborers, to their

new domain, who were to define and outline with landmarks its

boundaries, which being done, its landscape was studied, its soil

examined and search made for water, for clay, for gravel and sand,

for wood and building materials, and for sites for quarries, while a

system of drainage was devised by which swampy places could be

converted into ponds and marshes into small lakes, in the vicinity of

which, if water was procurable, a suitable site could be made avail-

able for the building of an abbey.

The respective plans for all these improvements were mapped out

for submission to the abbot when this colony of pioneers returned to

their parent house. The process of the study of the plans submitted

and the discussions resulting may have exhausted a year or more of

time, but when finally adopted and approved by the head of the

order they were rarely deviated from and changed only when unex-

pected difficulties developed such a necessity.
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Such part only of the ensemble as might be deemed preliminary

was undertaken and placed under the direction of a monk skilled in

the science of civil engineering who went to the scene of operations

in charge of a party comprising assistants, but largely composed of

robust lay brothers familiar with hand field labor. A commissary

who had charge of the supplies and who was also a cook prepared

the simple meals essential for the support of the bodily vigor of men
engaged in open air daily toil.

This work was continued during the favorable seasons of each

year ; suspended at the approach of winter, when the party returned

to their monastery, to return again the following year ; and so, from

year to year, was continued to completion, when another part of the

plan of general operation was commenced and carried out in the

same systematic manner.

In the process of such vast undertakings time was not taken into

account; year after year was passed in this methodical work, just

as weeks and months might pass during such operations in modern
times. A quarter of a century might elapse before the corner-stone

of a monastery would be laid ; but how changed the surroundings

!

The great domain which when first acquired was so unsightly and

so unattractive to human vision had been transformed. Marshes

had disappeared and had given place to pretty lakes and sightly

ponds, which met the eye in every direction. Great meadows, in

which herds of fat cattle roamed and grazed, had replaced the un-

sightly levels of nature's original landscape. Groves of choice tim-

ber, orchards and vineyards, fields of grain of great extent, acres of

vegetables, farm buildings and granges gave evidence of thrift and

agricultural perfection. As a framework of so much that was agree-

able to look upon, graveled roads bordered by umbrageous and well

trimmed trees, which shielded the wayfarer from the summer heat,

traversed the extensive domain throughout. Even the cottages of

the herdsmen were sightly in appearance and nicely surrounded.

The domain cultivated to the highest extent yielded by its products

a very large income, while it attested the economic results which had

been accomplished by the "lazy monks," as they have been stigma-

tized by uninformed and prejudiced writers.

In time the corner-stone of a monastery was laid by the Arch-

bishop of the province with religious pomp and ceremony. The
edifice was gradually built; the material principally used was the

more or less sightly stone quarried on the domain. Very little

foreign material, except glass and metal, was required.

The same deliberate methods of building from approved plans

ensued ; but for the decorative work, whether in glass, metal or in

wood, experts in each were brought to the scene and retained until
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the completion of their specialties. In the same manner the minor

organs for the chapels and the refectory, and also the grand organ
for the church, were erected and completed during the course of

years by skilled organ builders.

When the walls of the chapels, of the great halls, of the refectory

and of the church had become thoroughly dry some artist of renown
was solicited to come to the monastery to make it his home during

the years he was occupied in painting the designated scenes and
subjects on the respective walls and ceilings, while it has happened

that the painter thus occupied became charmed with the religious

surroundings and spent the remainder of his days in the monastery.

The monastery and church when completed were consecrated with

great religious ceremonial and grandeur by the Archbishop of the

province, and occasionally by the same prelate who had a decade of

years previously laid the corner-stone of the grand edifice.

In this manner were the extensive domains acquired and the cele-

brated monasteries built during the sixteenth, seventeenth and the

eighteenth centuries by the great non-educational orders in France.

These monasteries were usually endowed by the Government of

France with the right of asylum, while their mitred abbots became
the local rulers of their respective districts and the mediators, and

at times the defenders, of the peasant when his feudal lord became

too exacting or tyrannical. While they were centres of holiness,

they were also the providence of the poor ; from their portals were

daily distributed alms, and from their dispensaries remedies for the

needy sick.

But some of the great monasteries of France, with others in

Europe, became also the centres of learning where much patient

study by erudite monks developed and enriched the literature of the

past for their own as well as for succeeding generations.*

The term made use of by some modern writers, having reference

to some exhaustive literary study, "It is a Benedictine work," is

significant in relation to what we have written.

Towards the close of the reign of the unfortunate monarch Louis

XVI. the possessions of the Catholic Church in France having an

acknowledged legal status, whether in immovable estate or in securi-

ties yielding income, represented an aggregate capital of 7,000,000,-

000 francs, which, even under the paternal administration of religious

custodians, yielded an annual income of 200,000,000 francs, equiva-

lent to a much larger sum in modern times.

This large capital, which had been accumulating during centuries,

included in its aggregate the extensive domains of the great monas-

* Monastics de l'ordre de St. Benott. Hiatoire de la Congregations de St.

Maur," p. 154.
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teries of France. Competent writers have stated that the bene-

ficiaries of this income, from the highest to the most humble func-

tionary or dependent, numbered in the aggregate 400,000.*

After the death of Louis XIV. a great change was developed in

the entourage of his successor, Louis XV. Profligate noblemen be-

came the intimates of the King, while corruption at court and im-

morality in the salons of the palace succeeded. The honest and
- distinguished statesmen who had composed the Cabinet of the Grand
Monarch, and who had governed France wisely and well, had retired

to their estates. Their successors were noblemen of mediocre

ability, who sought wealth from the patronage and spoils of office,

to the great detriment of the welfare of France.

When the moderate balance left in the treasury by the late mon-
arch had been squandered without national benefit, but to the ad-

vantage of courtiers, profligates and especially to their mistresses,

and the treasury of France had been depleted, recourse was had to

the levying of annual imposts on the merchants and traders of

France, while to supplement these exactions the rate of general tax-

ation throughout the kingdom was raised and new taxes created

to add to the heavy burden carried by the patient and enduring

people.

Wars ending unfavorably, usually followed by treaties of peace,

which but too frequently resulted in the loss of distant possessions,

marked the reign of Louis XV.
After Louis XVI. had succeeded to the throne of France morality

ruled in the court of this unfortunate monarch which had so long

been redolent with immorality and corruption. While the financial

status of the realm was unsatisfactory, it was by no means hopeless

of reform. It was hoped that salutary measures might correct the

evils of the preceding reign, which if uninterrupted would in time

restore the equilibrium. But such was not to be the experience of

the government of Louis XVI.
Under the rule of his predecessor it had become convenient to

augment the receipts of the treasury by the sale of the local offices

and governmental positions in the hamlets, the villages, the towns

and the cities of France. These officials levied the taxes, arranged

the corvees of the peasants, fixed the imposts and collected the pro-

ceeds. Those who were in a position to purchase these offices were

not as a rule honest men
;
they were in many cases neither intelligent

nor fair minded. This system of collecting the revenues of France

had for years been open to the reproach of dishonesty and corrup-

tion.

« "Financial Relations of Church and 8tate in France." By R. R. Elliott.

America* Catholic Quarterly Review, No. 61, Vol. XVI., 1891.
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During its continuance the rural classes, being the most helpless,

were the greatest sufferers, and to such an extent that the French

peasant had become callous to nearly all sentiment of nationality,

which feeling has become more or less hereditary. Under the dif-

ferent systems of government which have succeeded the peasant of

France has remained indifferent ; laissons nous tranquille has become

his motto.

Before the close of I'ancien rigime this feeling of disgust and indif-

ference probably tended to the success of the French Revolution.

The taxes of the rural classes had been increased ten-fold during the

eighteenth century.

The later years of the reign of Louis XVI. were marked with

financial troubles. A debt of 600,000,000 francs had been piled up

for public improvements, while the creditors of the government

clamored for reimbursement in vain.

It has been generally admitted that the philosophical writings of

the eighteenth century were among the principal causes of the Revo-

lution, while it is also admitted that these writings were profoundly

irreligious.

Radical propositions were advocated for the abolition of all privi-

leges of caste and class ; of professions as a consequence ; the sover-

eignty of the people ; the omnipotence of social power, and the uni-

formity of rule.

All these doctrines formed the essence of the French Revolution,

while they are among its fundamental errors.

The spirit of Voltaire had prevailed to a great extent during the

eighteenth century. "I have given much attention to the study of

history," writes M. De Tocqueville, "but I have found no revolution

which at its commencement numbered so many men whose patriot-

ism was so sincere, so disinterested and so truly great."

The nation was open to the principal faults of inexperience and
generosity. And yet irreligion had become an evil of immense ex-

tent."

The advocates of these new doctrines became possessed with a

furious hatred against the Church. They attacked her hierarchy,

her clergy, her institutions and her dogmas ; while for her complete

destruction they attacked the foundations of Christianity itself. This

was the apparent motive, but it covered a war against the Church as

a political power controlling wealth and influence. It was admitted

that the Church could take its place in the new society to be created,

but she had occupied an influential position in the old society, which

they proposed to annihilate.

The bourgeois classes of the period showed a spirit of indepen-

• De Tocqueville, "L'Ancien Regime et La Revolution," p. 330.
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dence
;
they held a greater number of official positions at the time

than the same classes hold in modern times. These had been ob-

tained by purchase without being subject to the exactions of those

in power. The ancien rtgime prior to its collapse was not a period of

servility and dependence. Greater liberty was enjoyed then than a

century later ; but it was irregular and intermittent. But the only

man of superior education who resided permanently among the rural

classes and who was always in immediate control was the curi.

The clergy of France during the greater part of the eighteenth

century, while occasionally intolerant and at times inclined to cling

to the ancient privileges of their order, were always opposed to des-

potism, while favorable to civil and political liberty as much as was
the third estate or the nobility. It will be remembered that they

numbered, including all classes, nearly 367,000. They proclaimed

that individual liberty ought to be guaranteed, not by promises, but

by procedure similar to the habeas corpus ; they demanded the de-

struction of the prisons of state, such, for instance, as the Bastile;

the abolition of exceptional tribunes, of evocations, the publication

of all debates, the immovability of all Judges, the admissibility of all

citizens to public functions which should be open to merit only ; a

military recruitment less oppressive and humiliating to the people

and from which none should be exempt; the purchase of seigneurial

rights which emanating from feudal rigime were contrary to liberty

;

freedom of labor ; the abolition of interior custom houses ; the multi-

plication of private schools, of which one should be in each parish

and free; the establishment of lay circles for benevolent relief or

charitable bureaus in all districts, and all necessary aid to be given for

the encouragement of agriculture.

In politics they proclaimed more vigorously than others that the

people of the nation had the imprescriptible and inalienable right

to assemble for the making of laws and to vote for the impost. No
Frenchman, they claimed, should be forced to pay taxes for which

he or his representative had not voted.

The clergy also demanded that the States General, freely elected,

should hold annual sessions for public discussion of important

affairs; that they make general laws, against which no private in-

herited rights or usages could be opposed; that they prepare the

budget and control up to the "maison du Roy;" that their Deputies

should be inviolable and Ministers always responsible to them. They
also wished that the assemblies of the State should be created in all

the provinces and municipalities in all cities.

Of Divine right, adds M. De Tocqueville, not the least mention.

This liberal disposition in the policy of the clergy was not pro-

duced by momentary excitement; it was in evidence in 1779 in the

Digitized byGoogle



126 American Catholic Quarterly Review.

province of Berry by the offer of the clergy to contribute 68,ooo»

francs on the sole condition that the administration of the province

be maintained.

Notwithstanding the views of some of its members, there does not

appear in history a parallel body more remarkable than the Catholic

clergy of France at the outbreak of the French Revolution ; nor more
enlightened, nor more national, nor more endowed with private vir-

tues and at the same time with faith, as their persecution has well

demonstrated.

"I commenced the study of the ancien rigime clergy," states M,
De Tocqueville, "greatly prejudiced against the order as a class ; I

have concluded this study with profound respect. In fact, they had
only the faults inherent to all political as well as religious bodies

which have been well and solidly constructed. They were to some
extent combative, occasionally intolerant, while they held a more or

less blind attachment to the rights of their collective order.*

The storm, like a bloody whirlwind, finally burst over France.

Never were the people of a Christian nation so outraged and so

brutally scourged as were the French during the reign of terror. No
example can be found in Scriptural or in political history which can

be compared with that bloody epoch. A race of demons seems to

have matured in Paris and in other cities whose red hands executed

the mandates of the leaders, who in turn ruled and then perished on
the guillotine. The most gifted and the most brilliant of the leaders

of the revolutionary period went down one after the other, engulfed

in the sea of blood.

No better illustration of the animus of the leaders of the French

Revolution need be offered, to show their communistic spirit, than

the proceedings following the decree of the Revolutionary Assembly

in August, 1793, for the destruction of the abbatial Church of St.

Denis. It would seem that the Frenchmen composing this convoca-

tion had denationalized themselves, so to speak. They seemed to

have forgotten that France had had a glorious history ; that during

the ages of chivalry her line of monarchs, including St. Louis, were

the most illustrious in Europe.

The destruction of the monuments and the desecration of the

tombs, the last resting places of the Kings and princes of France

from the seventh to the closing years of the eighteenth century in

the abbatial Church of St. Denis, as witnessed and described by a

learned monk of the abbey, during the later years of the "reign of

terror," is given verbatim et literatim by the Viscount Chateaubriand

in his note 46 to his "Genie du Christianisme
:"

"Nous donnerons ici au lecteur," writes the Viscount, "des notes bien

* "VAncien Regime et la Revolution," p. 170.
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precieuses sur les exhumations de Saint Denis; elles ont Hi prises par un
religieux de cette abbaye tentoin oculaire de ces exhumations."

This monk, who was evidently well posted in the genealogical

history of French royalty, first outlines the locality of the tombs of

the ancient monarchs, which were intact during the first decade of

August, 1793, when the edict for the destruction and desecration of

all within the sacred enclosure was decreed by the Revolutionary

Assembly of 1793.

We reproduce this learned monk's narrative to illustrate the de-

structibility of the fabric of posthumous national veneration which

had obtained during ten centuries by the representatives, so-called,

of the people of France during the mad epoch of the French Revolu-

tion.

In the sanctuary on the epistle side was the tomb of King Dago-
bert I., the founder of the abbey, who died in 638, with the two
statues in hard stone of this King, the one recumbent and the other

erect.

The commissioner appointed by the Assembly was instructed to

remove all works of art deemed worthy of preservation to the na-

tional collection of fine arts. This seems to have been preliminary

to the work of desecrating the caskets. These were lined with lead.

Their contents were shoveled out and carted to the old Valois ceme-

tery, where a deep pit had been dug to receive them. In this ceme-

tery was an agent of the commissioner with a furnace, who received

all the lead lining the caskets or tombs and melted it into bars to be

cast into bullets for the use of the Republican army.

The tomb of Dagobert I. was a fine work of art, representing the

vision of a hermit which was said to have appeared to the soul of the

dead monarch. The recumbent statue illustrating this legend

formed a part of the solid tomb. This had to be broken to obtain

access. The erect statue was also broken. Near by was the statue

of Queen Nanthilde, wife of Dagobert, which was destroyed.

Toward the choir window, on the same side, near the iron grating,

was the tomb of Clovis II., son of Dagobert, who died in 662; that

of Charles Martel, father of Pepin, who died in 741 ; that of Pepin,

his son, first King of the second race, who died in 768, adjoining

which was the tomb of Bertrada, his wife, who died in 783.

On the Gospel side of the sanctuary was the tomb of Carloman,

son of Pepin and brother of Charlemagne, who died in 781. Adjoin-

ing was that of Hermentruda, wife of Charles le chauve, who died in

869; that of Louis III., son of Louis le Begue, who died in 882, and

that of Carloman, brother of Louis III., who died in 884. The tomb
of d'Eude le Grand, uncle of Hughes Capet, who died in 890, and of

Hughes Capet, who died in 1038 ; that of Henri I., who died in 1000

;
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of Louis VI., dit le Gros, who died in 1137; that of Philippe, eldest

son of Louis le Gros, who was crowned during the lifetime of his

father and who died in 1131 ; that of Constance of Castile, second

wife of Louis VII., who died in n 59. All these monuments had

been constructed during the reign of St. Louis in the thirteenth cen-

tury, and they all contained stone coffins about three feet long

containing the ashes of the princes and princesses. The monuments
mentioned above were constructed of hard stone.

The monuments described in their order following were of marble,

with the exception of two, which should be noted, as they had been

constructed during the century in which had lived the personages

whose ashes they contained : The tombs of Philippe le Hardi, who
died in 1285, and that of Isabelle of Aragon, his wife, who died

in 1272, were both hollow, each containing leaden caskets three

feet eight inches long, containing the ashes of Philippe and of

Isabelle; that of Philippe IV., dit le Bel, who died in 1314; that of

Louis X., dit le Hutin, who died in 13 16, as also of his posthumous

son, Jean, who died the same year as his father, aged four days, dur-

ing which the child was considered King, but by most historians not

reckoned among the Kings of France. At the foot of the tomb of

Louis le Hutin is that of Jeanne, his daughter, Queen of Navarre,

who died in 1349. Near by was the tomb of Philippe V., dit le Long,

who died in 1321, containing also the heart of his wife, Jeanne de

Bourgogne, who died in 1329; also that of Charles IV., dit le Bel,

who died in 1327, and Jeanne d'Evreux, his wife, who died in 1370.

In the chapel of Notre Dame la Blanche, on the epistle side, Blanche,

daughter of Charles le Bel, Duchess of Orleans, who died in 1392,

and Marie, her sister, who died in 1341. Life-sized statues of each

of these princesses were supported by pillars at the entrances of the

chapel.

In the sanctuary of this chapel, at the Gospel side : The tombs of

Philippe de Valois, who died in 1351, and Jeanne de Bourgogne,

his first wife, who died in 1348 ; Blanche de Navarre, his second wife,

daughter of Philippe de Valois, who died in 1373. Near by in the

same chapel, supported by columns, were life-sized statues of Jeanne

and Blanche.

In the chapel of St. John the Baptist were the tombs of Charles V.,

surnamed the Wise, who died in 1380, and Jeanne de Bourbon, his

wife, who died in 1378 ; of Charles VI., who died in 1422, and Isabeau

of Bavaria, who died in 1435 ; of Charles VII., who died in 1461, and

of Marie of Anjou, his wife, who died in 1463.

Returning to the sanctuary on the Gospel side of the main altar,

was the tomb of King John, who died while a prisoner in England,

in 1364. Below the sanctuary steps on the Gospel side was the
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massive tomb of Charles VIII., who died in 1498, whose statue with

the four guardian angels surrounding it had been removed in 1792,

and was destroyed August 8, 1793.

In the chapel of Our White Lady were the two white marble

statues of Henri II., who died in 1559, and of Catharine de Medicis,

his wife, who died in 1589, in recumbent positions on gilded sheets

of copper, each clad in their royal robes, with the monograms of

each, ornamented with fleurs de lis. In the same chapel was the tomb
of Bertrand du Guesclin, who died in 1380. This tomb, although

not specified in the decree of the general destruction of the others,

had been demolished by the force of workmen on August 7 ; but the

statues had been taken to another chapel to await the decree for their

final destination. The ashes of the deceased Kings and Queens of

France, enclosed in leaden and stone coffins within the hollow tombs
and monuments, were buried on the north side of the church, where

was the former site of the magnificent Valois tower, which had been

destroyed in 1719, and which at the time was used as a cemetery, in

one common grave. But little of anything was found in the coffins

of lead and stone enclosed within the tombs ; in that of Pepin there

were the remains of some gilded thread. Each coffin had a leaden

plate on which was cut the name, but the greater number of these

plates had been badly damaged by rust. All the leaden plates as

well as the leaden coffins of Philippe le Hardi and of Isabelle of

Aragon, were first taken to the Hotel de Ville, but subsequently

melted. The most curious object found during this vandalistic work
was the gothic formed seal of Constance of Castile, second wife of

Louis VII., who died in 1160; it was of silver and weighed 3%
ounces. This seal was at first brought to the Hotel de Ville, but it

was subsequently deposited in the cabinet of antiques in the Royal

Library.

The number of monuments destroyed August 6, 7 and 8 was 51.

Thus, during three days, the work of twelve centuries was wiped out

of existence.

The tomb of Marshal Turenne, which had been spared from de-

struction, was taken down in 1796 and transported to the Petits

Augustins in the Faubourg Saint Germain, where all the desecrated

monuments deemed useful to art had been collected. The abbatial

church of Saint Denis was roofed with lead, but in 1795 it was

unroofed and the lead taken to Paris. In 1796 its roof was covered

with slate, as it was claimed at the time, in order to save from

destruction such a magnificent work of art.

The splendid iron railing of the sanctuary, erected in 1702 by

Pierre Denis, one of the most skilful iron workers of his age, was

removed to the library of the Mazarin College in July, 1796. This
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same Pierre Denis built similar railings for the Abbey of Chelles

while Madame d'Orleans, sister of the King, was mother abbess.

Removal of the mortal remains of the Kings, Queens, princes,

princesses and of other distinguished persons who had been buried

in the church of the abbey of St. Denis in France was made in

October, 1793. Saturday, October 12, was opened the vault of the

Bourbons, adjoining the basement chapels. The first removal was
that of the casket containing the remains of King Henry IV., who
died May 4, 1610, aged 57 years.

The body was found well preserved, while the features of this

celebrated monarch were easily recognized. The body, wrapped in

the shroud, which was still intact, was exposed to view during two
days. On Monday, October 14, the remains of Henri IV., one of

the greatest of the Kings of France, were placed in the large pit

which had been dug in the northern border of the Valois cemetery,

where, as has been stated, the remains of the ancient Kings of

France, removed from their broken tombs in the sacred precincts of

the abbey, had already been thrown.

On the same day, after the workmen had had their dinner, toward

3 o'clock, the removal of the caskets of the Bourbon Kings was con-

tinued: That of Louis XIII., who died in 1643, aged 42 years.

That of Louis XIV., the Grand Monarch, who died in 1715, aged 77.

That of Marie de Medicis, second wife of Henry IV., who died in

1642, aged 64. That of Anne of Austria, wife of Louis XIII., aged

64. That of Marie Therese, princess of Spain, wife of Louis XIV.,

who died in 1683, aged 64. That of Prince Louis, son of Louis

XIV, who died in 1711, aged 50.

The chronicler remarks : "Some of these bodies were well pre-

served, more particularly that of Louis XIII., recognizable by his

moustache ; that of Louis XIV., by his impressive features ; but his

face was as black as ink. The bodies of the others, but more espe-

cially that of the son of Louis XIV., were in a state of liquid putre-

faction."

At 7 A. M., October 15, 1795, the sacrilegious work of the desecra-

tion of the tombs of the Bourbons was resumed. That of the casket

containing the remains of Marie Leczinska, Princess of Poland, wife

of Louis XV., who died in 1768, aged 65. That of Marie Anne
Christine Victoire of Bavaria, wife of Louis, Grand dauphin, who
died in 1690, aged 30. That of Louis, Duke of Burgundy, son of

Louis, grand dauphin, who died in 1712, aged 30. That of Marie

Adelaide of Savoy, wife of Louis, Duke of Burgundy, who died in

1712, aged 26. That of Louis, Due de Bretagne, first son of Louis,

Duke of Burgundy, who died in 1705, aged 10 months. That of

Louis, Due de Bretagne, second son of the Duke of Burgundy, who
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died in 1712, aged 6. That of Marie Therese of Spain, first wife of

Louis, son of Louis XV., who died in 1746, aged 20. That of

Xavier de France, Duke of Aquitaine, second grandson of Louis

XV., who died in 1754, aged 5 months. That of Marie Zephyrine de

France, granddaughter of Louis XV., aged 2. That of the Duke of

Anjou, son of Louis XV., who died in 1733, aged 3.

There were also removed from this vault the leaden urns con-

taining the hearts of the first son of Louis XV. and of his wife,

Marie Josephine of Saxony ; the former died in 1765 and the latter

in 1767. Their bodies, at their request, had been buried in the

cathedral church of Sens. The contents of the urns containing the

hearts of the prince and princess were thrown into the pit above
described, as were also the remains of the Bourbons mentioned.

It would appear that the caskets thus removed and despoiled were
surmounted with small leaden urns containing the hearts of the de-

ceased. These urns were enclosed in silver and silver-gilt cases and
surmounted with silver-gilt crowns. The silver portion was depos-

ited in the treasury of the municipality, while the lead was placed in

charge of the commissioner of the government charged with its care.

The violation of the caskets reposing in the vicinity of the chapel

to the left and right continued as follows : That of Anne-Henriette

of France, daughter of Louis XV., who died in 1752, aged 25. That
of Louise-Marie of France, daughter of Louis XV., who died in

1733, aged 5. That of Louise-Elizabeth of France, daughter of

Louis XV., wife of the Duke of Parma, who died in 1759, aged 32.

That of Louis Xavier of France, Duke of Burgundy, grandson of

Louis XV. and elder brother of Louis XVI., who died in 1761, aged

10 years. That of Louis of Orleans, who died in 161 1, aged 4.

That of Marie de Bourbon de Montpensier, first wife of Gaston, son

of Henry IV, who died in 1627, aged 22. That of Gaston, Jean-

Baptiste, Duke of Orleans, son of Henry IV., who died in 1660,

aged 52. That of Marie Louise of Orleans, Duchess de Mont-
pensier, daughter of Gaston and of Marie de Bourbon, who died in

1693, aged 66. That of Marguerite de Lorraine, second wife of

Gaston, who died in 1672, aged 58. That of Jean Gaston of Orleans,

son of Gaston Jean Baptiste and of Marguerite of Lorraine, who died

in 1652, aged 2. That of Marie Anne of Orleans, daughter of

Gaston and of Marguerite of Lorraine, who died in 1656, aged 4.

These removals were accomplished by the evening of October 15,

1793. The remains found in most of the caskets were in a state

of putrefaction, which when exposed to the air emitted an offensive

odor, which the free use of vinegar and of burnt powder failed to

mitigate. Some of the workmen were overcome and made tem-

porarily sick.
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The work was continued on Wednesday, October 16, 1793, at 7
A. M. in the vault of the Bourbons. The first casket to be removed
was that of Henriette Marie of France, daughter of Henry IV. and
wife of the unfortunate Charles Stuart, King of England, who died

in 1669, aged 60. Succeeding was that of Henriette Anne Stuart,

daughter of Charles I. of England and first wife of the only brother

of Louis XIV., who died in 1670, aged 26. That of Philippe of

Orleans, only brother of Louis XIV., who died in 1701, aged 61.

That of Elizabeth Charlotte of Bavaria, second wife of Philippe of

Orleans, who died in 1722, aged 70. That of Charles, Duke de

Berry, grandson of Louis XIV., who died in 1714, aged 28. That

of Marie Louise Elizabeth of Orleans, daughter of the Regent of

France, wife of Charles Duke of Berry, who died in 1719, aged 24.

That of Philippe d'Orleans, Regent during the minority of Louis

XV. , who died in 1723, aged 49. That of Anne Elizabeth of France,

eldest daughter of Louis XIV., who died in 1662, aged 42 days.

That of Marie Anne of France, second daughter of Louis XIV.,

who died in 1664, aged 41 days. That of Philippe, Duke d'Anjou,

son of Louis XIV., who died in 1671, aged 3. That of Louis, Duke
d'Anjou, brother of the above, who died in 1672, aged 5 months.

That of Marie Therese of France, third daughter of Louis XIV.,

who died in 1672, aged 5 years. That of Philippe Charles d'Orleans,

who died in 1666, aged 3. That of Alexander Louis of Orleans,

Duke of Valois, who died in 1676, aged 3. That of Charles de

Berry, Duke of Alengon, who died in 1718, aged 21 days. That of

Sophie de France, sixth daughter of Louis XV. and aunt of Louis

XVI. , who died in 1782, aged 48. That of Louise, daughter of the

Count d'Artois, brother of Louis XVI., who died in 1783, aged 7.

That of Sophie, Helene de France, daughter of Louis XVI., who
died in 1787, aged 1. That of Louis Joseph Xavier, dauphin, son of

Louis XVI., who died in 1789, aged 8.

At 1 1 o'clock in the forenoon, while Marie Antoinette of Austria,

wife of Louis XVI., was being guillotined, the casket containing

the remains of Louis XV., who died in 1774, aged 64, was removed

and opened. It had rested near the entrance of the vault on a block

of stone two feet high, the temporary resting place of the body of the

late King, until such time as that of his successor should be brought

to the tomb, when it would give place to that of the recently de-

ceased monarch and be assigned its place in the vault. It was taken

to the vicinity of the pit in the Valois cemetery. The body when
taken from the leaden casket appeared to be entireand well preserved.

It had been carefully wrapped and bandaged in folds of linen ; but

when these were removed there remained no semblance of a human
form. Decomposition had been so complete that the remains fell
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to pieces, emitting an odor so infectious that it was impossible for

the workmen to remain near by. Powder was burned and guns were

discharged to purify the air, with but little effect. The putrid re-

mains were hastily covered with quicklime, on a bed of which they

were thrown into the pit and covered with lime and clay.

Toward 3 P. M. the same day the "Vault of the Charles," in the

chapel so called, was opened. The first casket removed was that of

Charles V., who died in 1380, aged 42. Then that of Jeanne de

Bourbon, his wife, who died in 1378, aged 40.

The little bones of Charles de France, who died in infancy, were in

a leaden casket enclosed in a copper tomb near the foot of the altar.

The caskets of two older children of Charles V. were adjacent to his

tomb. There were found in the casket of this early ruler of France

a well preserved crown of vermeil, a hand of justice in silver and a
sceptre five feet long, surmounted with acantha leaves, all of silver

gilt. The gold had been so skilfully applied that it had retained its

bright lustre. In the casket of Jeanne de Bourbon, his wife, there

were found the remains of a crown, a gold ring, bracelets, chains and

shoes embroidered in gold and silver.

The remains of Charles V., of his wife and children were placed in

the Bourbon pit, which was then filled with earth. A new pit was

opened to the left of that of the Bourbon in the same Valois ceme-

tery.

Tuesday morning, October 17, 1793, the work of desecrating the

tombs of Charles VI., who died in 1422, aged 54, and that of Isabel

of Bavaria, his wife, who died in 1435, aged 48, was begun. There

were found in their caskets only dry bones ; whatever else of value

therein had been stolen. The beautiful marble statues of this King
and Queen of France were ruthlessly broken to pieces.

The tombs of Charles VII., who died in 1461, aged 59, and of

Marie d'Anjou, his wife, were then violated. There were found in

their caskets the remains of a crown and sceptre of silver gilt. In

the embalment of Charles VII. quicksilver had been freely used, and

it had retained its fluidity. Similar results where bodies had been

embalmed with quicksilver during the same and succeeding century

had been developed.

In the afternoon of the same day, in the chapel of St. Hyppolyte,

the two leaden caskets were opened containing the remains of

Blanche de Navarre, second wife of Philippe de Valois, who died in

1391, aged 52, and of Jeanne de France, their daughter, who died in

I37i. aged 20.

The vault of Henry II. was next desecrated. It was quite small.

From it were first removed one large and one small heart-shaped

urn enclosing the remains of hearts. Then four caskets. The first
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contained the remains of Queen Marguerite, wife of Henry IV., who
died in 1615, aged 62. The second, the remains of Francois Duke
of Alen?on, fourth son of Henry II., who died in 1534, aged 30.

The third, the remains of Francis II., who after a short reign died in

1560, aged 17. The fourth, the remains of Elizabeth, Princess of

France, daughter of Charles IX., who died in 1578, aged 6.

Later in the day the vault of Charles VIIT
. was opened and dese-

crated. The casket of this monarch, who died in 1498, aged 28, was

of lead, supported on a framework of iron. When opened it was

found to contain dried bones.

Friday morning, October 18, the desecrating work was resumed

in the vault of Henry II., from which was taken four large caskets.

The first contained the remains of Henry II., who died in 1550, aged

40. The second, that of Catherine de Medicis, his wife, who died in

1589, aged 70. The third, of Charles IX., who died in 1574, aged

24. The fourth, of Henry III., who died in 1580, aged 38.

There were also found in this vault several other leaden caskets

containing bones which were unmarked. Later in the day the

laborers descended to the vault of Louis XII., who died in 1515*

aged 53, whose casket, as also that of Anne de Bretagne, his wife,

who died in 15 14, aged 37, were removed and opened. On each of

these caskets were copper crowns gilded.

In the choir under the northern window the tomb of Jeanne de

France, Queen of Navarre, daughter of Louis X., who died in 1349,

aged 38, was desecrated. She had been buried near her father,

without casket, the enclosure being slabs of stone. Among the

fragments of her bones was found a copper crown gilded. Her
father was buried in a similar manner. He had died in 13 16, aged

27. On the few bones remaining was found a copper crown and the

remains of a sceptre much corroded. His posthumous son, King

John, whose reign lasted but a few days, was buried in a tiny leaden

casket near by.

Near the tomb of Louis X. had been interred in a stone enclosure

of slabs Hughes the Great, Count de Paris, who died in 956, father

of Hughes Capet, chief of the race of Capets. All that was left of

his remains was a few fragments of bones.

Soon after was found and desecrated, in the centre of the choir,

the grave of Charles le Chauve. What was left of his ashes had been

enclosed in a small casket. When on his way to Paris from Rome
and beyond Mount Cenis, he had been poisoned and died in a village

on the borders of Savoy, in 877, aged 54. His body was placed

under charge of the Prior of Mantue.in the Diocese of Dijon,whence

it was transported to Saint Denis seven years later.

On Saturday, October 19, 1793, the tomb of Philippe Count de

Digitized byGoogle



Catholic France Prior to the French Revolution. 135

Boulogne, son of Philippe Augustus, who died in 1223, was dese-

crated. His casket was of stone, in which had been cut a circular

demilune for the head. The tomb of King Dagobert had been pre-

pared in a similar manner. A similar stone casket enclosed the

ashes only of Philippe Augustus, who died in 1223.

A casket hewn out of a solid block of stone with a stone slab for a

cover enclosed the ashes of Alphonse de Poitiers, brother of St.

Louis, who died in 1271. His hair, however, which was abundant,

was well preserved. The slab mentioned was stained like veined

marble in white and yellow, caused probably by the strong odors

emanating from the decomposing body.

This desecrating work was continued the same day, when the

tomb of Louis VIII., father of St. Louis, was violated. He had died

in 1226, aged 48. Time had consumed almost every vestige of his

remains. There was found only the decayed parts of a sceptre, his

crown, which was simply composed of gold cloth with a large calotte,

which was well preserved. The body had been wrapped in cloth of

gold, fragments of which remained, while the outside covering was
of soft thick leather, which had remained nearly intact. The chron-

icler remarks that this was the only instance found where leather had

been used for such a purpose. It had apparently been intended to

prevent the offensive emanation from the body of the dead King
while being transported from Montpensier, in Auvergne, where he

had died, to Paris.

The next desecration was that of the tomb of Marguerite de

Provence, wife of St. Louis, who died in 1295. Very little was found

but ashes.

Next came the tombs of Marie de France, daughter of Charles

IV., known in history as Charles le Bel (this princess died in 1341),

and of her sister, Blanche, Duchess of Orleans, who died in 1392.

The sisters had been buried in the tomb without caskets, the inscrip-

tion on lead found on all the tombs furnishing a brief but imperish-

able record.

While continuing the search in the choir of the chapel of Notre

Dame la Blanche there was found beside the tomb of Louis VIII.

the tomb where had been originally placed the body of St. Louis,

who died in 1270. This was of smaller proportions than the others.

The bones had been removed after his canonization in 1297. The

pious chronicler states that the reason the tomb of St. Louis was so

small was that his flesh was taken to Sicily, while his bones only

were brought to St. Denis.

The sacrilegious work Was continued by sounding the soil of the

upper part of the choir in search of tombs beneath its surface. The

tomb of Philippe le Bel, who died in 1014, aged 46, was found. The
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casket was of stone, larger at the head than at foot, covered with a

slab. The body had been enclosed in hermetically sealed sheets of

lead strongly protected by bars of iron. The skeleton was found to

be entire. By it were found a gold ring, a sceptre of copper gilt five

feet long, capped with a bunch of leaves, upon which was a bird, all

in copper and gilded.

The succeeding desecration was accomplished with the light of

lamps. The stone tomb of King Dagobert, who died in 638, was
opened. It was more than six feet long and made from a solid block

hewn out with a round depression for the head, which had been

separated from the body. There was found a wooden case two feet

long enclosed in lead and hermetically sealed, which contained the

bones of the King and of Nanthilde, his wife, who died in 642. The
bones were wrapped in a covering of silk cloth and placed separately

in the case, on one side of which on a square of lead was inscribed

:

Hie jacet Corpus Dagoberti.

On the other side a similar square was inscribed

:

Hie jacet Corpus Nanthildis.

The head of Queen Nanthilde could not be found. Tin chroni-

cler states this fact and ascribes as the probable reason that it re-

mained in the place of the original sepulture when St. Louis had the

remains transferred to the tomb he had erected in the locality above

mentioned.

Sunday, October 20, 1793, the work of desecration was resumed.

The lead lining the interior of the tomb of Philippe le Bel was re-

moved. Search was made near the tomb of St. Louis for the remains

of Marguerite de Provence, his wife, without success. Neither could

any trace be found of the remains of Jean Tristan, Count de Nevers,

son of St. Louis, who died in 1270, some days before his father, near

Carthage, in Africa.

In the chapel of the Charles there was removed the leaden casket

containing the remains of Bertrand du Guesclin, who died in 1380.

The skeleton was found to be entire, the skull well preserved and the

bones perfectly dry. Near by was the tomb of Bureau de La Riviere,

who died in 1400. It was three feet in length. The leaden casket

was removed. After these researches the entrance to the vault of

Francois I., who died in 1547, aged 52, was discovered. This vault

was large and finely arched. It contained six leaden caskets sup-

ported by irons : That of Francois I. ; that of Louise de Savoy,

his mother, who died in 1531 ; that of Claudine de France, his wife,

who died in 1524, aged 25; that of his son, the dauphin Francois,

who died in 1536, aged 19; that of Charles, Duke of Orleans, his

brother, who died in 1544, aged 23, and that of Charlotte, his sister,

who died in 1524, aged 8.
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The remains in all these caskets were in a state of liquid putrefac-

tion, and when opened emitted an insupportable odor.

The researches were continued in the vicinity of the south window
of the choir. A stone casket was found and opened. It contained

debris only. It had contained the remains of Pierre Beauclaire,

Chamberlain of St. Louis, who died in 1270.

In the afternoon there was found near the iron gate at the south

the tomb of Matthieu de Vendome, abbot of Saint Denis, Regent of

France under St. Louis and under his son, Philippe le Hardi.

Neither casket of stone nor of lead had been used in the burial of this

distinguished abbot. He had been laid to rest, probably, according

to the rules of his order in a wooden coffin, of which some debris

remained. No vestige of his mortal remains could be found. Por-

tions of his abbatial cross of gilded copper and some fragments of

gold cloth vestments made it evident that he had been buried in the

richest vestments becoming his high position. He had died in 1286,

in the first year of the reign of Philippe le Bel.

On Monday, October 21, the desecrating work was resumed.

About the centre of the choir a marble slab was removed which

covered the entrance to the small vault where, in 1791, had been

deposited the bones and ashes of six princes and of one princess of

the family of St. Louis, transferred to this church from the abbey

of Royoumont, where they had been buried. The bones and ashes

were taken from the respective caskets and carried to the Valois

cemetery, where they were thrown into the second pit, where what

remained of the bodies of Philippe Augustus, Louis VIII., Francois

I. and all of that family had previously been cast.

In the afternoon of Monday a search was commenced in the sanc-

tuary to the left of the principal altar, where were found the caskets

of Philippe le Long, who died in 1322 ; of Charles IV., surnamed le

Bel, who died in 1328 ; of Jeanne d'Evreux, third wife of Charles IV.,

who died in 1370; of Philippe de Valois, who died in 1350, aged 57;

of Jeanne de Bourgogne, wife of Philippe de Valois, who died in

1348, and of King Jean, who died in 1364.

Tuesday, October 22, 1793, the desecrating work was continued.

In the chapel of the Charles, bordering the wall of the stairway lead-

ing to the rear of the grand altar, two square stone caskets, placed

one over the other, were found. The upper one, entirely of stone,

enclosed the remains of Arnauld Guillem de Barbazan, first Cham-
berlain of Charles VII., who died in 143 1. The lower one, which

was covered and enclosed in sheets of lead, contained the remains of

Louis de Sancerre, High Constable of France under Louis VI., who
died in 1402, aged 60. His hair had remained intact ; it was long

and plaited in two well formed tresses.
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The stone slab covering the stone tombs of the Abbe Suger and

of the Abbe Troon was then removed. The former died in 1151

and the latter in 1221. Fragments of bones and ashes alone re-

mained. The search was continued in the Gospel side of the sanc-

tuary, where, under a large square stone, was found the tombs of

Philippe le Long and of others. Before the day's work was con-

cluded the chapel du Upreux was entered and the tomb of Sedille de

Sainte-Croix, wife of Jean Pastourelle, Councillor of Charles V.,

who died in 1380, was opened, but it contained only fragments of

bones.

Wednesday, October 23, 1793, the work of desecration was re-

sumed for the discovery of tombs in the sanctuary. The first to be
found was that of Philippe de Valois. The casket was of stone lined

with lead, closed with a heavy sheet of the same metal, fastened upon
iron bars and covered with a long and large flat stone. A copper

crown gilded and a sceptre of the same metal surmounted with a

bird and also gilded were found among the ashes and debris.

Nearer the altar was found the tomb of Jeanne de Bourgogne,

first wife of Philippe de Valois. Among the fragments of bones

were found the remains of a distaff and a silver ring.

Thursday, October 24, to the left of the tomb of Philippe de Valois

was found that of Charles le Bel, constructed in a similar manner to

that of the former. In it was found r. crown of silver gilded, a

sceptre seven feet long of copper gilded, a silver ring, un main de

justice, an ebony baton and a leaden pillow on which the head had

rested. The body was dry and intact.

Friday, October 25, was found the tomb of Jeanne d'Evreux. It

had been broken and its leaden cover detached. Dried bones without

the skull only were found. It was apparent that this tomb had been

surreptitiously desecrated the night previous. Near by was found the

stone tomb of Philippe le Long. The skeleton was found to be well

preserved. In it was found a silver crown gilded and ornamented with

precious stones; it was in good condition; two lozenge-shaped

agrafes in silver gilt, a satin cincture with a silver buckle gilded and

a sceptre of copper, also gilded. At the foot of the casket was a

small stone vase containing the heart of Jeanne de Bourgogne, wife

of Philippe de Valois, the inscription on which was on a plate of

copper. There was also discovered the tomb of King Jean, who
died in England in 1364, aged 66. In it was found a crown, a

sceptre, a hand of justice, all of silver gilded. His skeleton was

intact.

Some days later the government commissioner appointed to take

charge of the lead accruing from these continued desecrations took

the workmen to the Carmelite convent to remove the casket of
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the Mother Abbess, Madame Louise, daughter of Louis XV., who
died in 1787, aged 50. The casket was taken to the Valois cemetery

and the remains of this saintly woman were thrown into the pit where
already had been cast the bones and ashes of the most distinguished

dead of Catholic France.

On the night of September 12, 1793, by order of the government,
in presence of the commissioner of the municipality of St. Denis,

was removed the treasure of the abbey. The shrines, reliquaries, all

the rich ornaments of the altars, the sacred vessels of gold, etc., were
placed in large wooden boxes and taken in wagons to the convention,

accompanied by the commissioner rnd his escort in great form and
state.

j

January 18, 1794, the tomb of Francis I. was demolished. It was
easy to open that of Marguerite, Countess of Flanders, daughter of

Philippe le Long and wife of Count Louis of Flanders, who died in

1382, aged 76. Her remains reposed in a well built vault in a leaden

casket, supported by iron bars. Some well preserved bones and the

debris of chestnut boards were all that was found in the casket.

But the desecrating agents did not succeed in finding the sepulchre

of Cardinal de Retz, known as the coadjutor, who died in 1679, aged

66 ; nor of several other distinguished personages.

No better illustration could be given of the animus of the French

Revolution nor of its communistic spirit than that furnished by the

account of the desecration of St. Denis. It would seem that the

Frenchmen composing the Revolutionary Assembly of 1793 had

denationalized themselves ; that they had forgotten that France had
had a glorious history and a line of monarchs more illustrious than

any other kingdom in Europe during the history of civilization.

It is difficult to believe, however, that men of intelligence, as well

as of education, such as were most of the members of the Revolu-

tionary Assembly of France at this period, were oblivious of the

history of their nation ; while it is apparent that their craze for the

destruction of the collateral evidences which directed attention to

the eminence of the royal families of France during twelve centuries,

intimately connected as these evidences were with the religion of

Catholic France, had obliterated from their hearts that feeling of

patriotism characteristic of most true Frenchmen.

Richard R. Elliott.
Detroit, Michigan.
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